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T Hough  there  is  no  Encouragement  to  Print  any, 
Controverfial  Books,  yet  I  thought  fit  to  pub- 
Ejb  theft Sheets,  (which Ireceived from  an  unknown % 
and  I  perceive,  an  impartial  Handy,  in  behalf  of  the. 
Diflenters,  who  of  late  ( notwithftanding  their  Loy¬ 
alty  and  Teaceablenefs  under  the  Government ,  have, 
been  very  ill  treated  ami  refieSled  upon 
from  the*  Prefs,  Pulpit,  and  in  f  Con- 
verfatiori)  by  Afen  of  no  mean  Char  a*-  Dilcourfe  of  E- 

mg  Aft  for  Liberty  of  Con- 
leience,  is  as  bad  as  a  Standing  Army ;  other® 
ihreatning,  ThaiifK.  W.  will  not  take  away  that 
j0,  they  wijl  fend  him  again  to  the  Bogs  of  Hol¬ 
land  :  Some  make  their  Miniftry  a  meer  Nullity* 
and  their  Congregations  no  other  than  Routs ;  others 
expofe  their  Preaching  and.  Praying,  as  Cant* 
and  Nonlence :  Among  the  reft ,  Mr.  Taylor 
ernes  in,  and  reprefents  them  as  Fools,  and  Knaves.*, 

and- 
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arid  Tools  of  the  PapiCts,  to  Cheat)  and  Impoje  upon 
People  )  and  Jo  great  is  his  Prejudice)  that  the  Old 
Puritans  cannot  efcape  his  lajh  \  for  which  End  and 
Purpofe )  Stories  are  quoted  out  of  Dr.  Heylin,  a 
goodly  Author  l  of  whom  two  Learned  Bijhops  (  jet 
Living)  f iv  of  him ,  That  he  was  fo  bent  on  his 
own  Way,  that  he  could  not  be  an  Impar¬ 
tial  Hiftorian  :  And  what  favour  could  the  Puri¬ 
tans  expeCt  from  fuch  a  Man ,  that  could  not  jf  are 
Reflecting  on  that  Godly  Prince  Edward  VI.  af¬ 
firming  )  That  it  was  no  Infelicity  to  the 
Church  of  England)  that  he  died  fo  loon,  (th*> 
a  Popifh  and  Bloody  %eign  followed )  the  reafow,  no 
doubt)  is)  becaufe  he  was  not  over-fond  of  the  high 
Commodes  of  the  Church. 

I  entreat  Mr.  Taylor,  and  the  rejl  of  'the  Diflen- 
ters  lU-willerS)  to  confider  the  great  Evil  of  bearing 
Falfe  Witnefs  againfi  their  Neighbour)  arid  Envying 
their  Liberty ,  let  them  remember  their :  Vows  and 
Promifes  in  the  late  Reign)  when  we  dll  were  in  dan¬ 
ger')  I  refer  them  to  Dr.  Goodman,  vizi  in  his 
Sermons  in  Oftavo,  p.  244.  Nor  ought  it 
(  fays  he  )  trouble  us, '  .that  fome  Men  ( mean¬ 
ing  the.  Diffenters )  fhould  Enjoy  ldme  (hare 
of  Advantage  by  this  Revolution  ;  llnceit  is 
not  only  what  we  Vow’d  to  God,  and  Pro- 
.  miled  to  them,  in  our  Adverfity,  but  is  that 
which  cannot  be  denied  them,  confidently 
our  own  Safety.  R.  B. 
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$  I  R9hm 

7  Have  lo  often  been  difappointed  in  reading  new  Books  of 
all  kinds,  that  I  have  lometimes  wifted,  that  a  great 
many  of ’em  had  never  been  written  or  printed,  or  had 
been  uled  only  to  light  Tobacco,  or  wrap  up  Grocery,  or  any 
other  Neceflary  Convenience,  (  pardon  the  Expremon  )  be- 
fore  they  had  been  lent  abroad,  to  the  unneceflary  Charge  of 
the  Bayer,  and  unprofitable  Expence  of  the  time  of  the  Rea¬ 
der.  For  when  a  Man  expefls  lome  Advantage,  and  Advance 
to  the  Commonwealth  of  Learning,  iome  dearer  Demonftra- 
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tions  of  old  Truths,  or  Confutations  of  old  and  new  Errors,  he 
often  meets  with  lome  trite  Notions  wrapt  up  in  a  new  dre% 
that,  it  may  be,  renders  the  Matter-more  obicure  *,  or  with 
lome  ftinking  Gall  and  Spew,  out  of  the  putrify  d  Lungs  of 
lome  pretending  Cenlors  of  the  Doftrines  and  Practices  oF 
others,  whom  they  accufe  of  Herefies,  Superftition,  and  Schifm, 
when  themfelves,  it  may  be,  are  tlxe  greateft  and  moft  uncha¬ 
ritable  Diabolical  Criminals.  Yet  Men  are  apt  out  of  Curio- 
fity,  (  as  aifor  News  )  to  look  intotjiis  or  that  Book, 
efhittid  witlrYSftie  fine^lpecious 
with  a  few  tight  and  well-placed  Periods,  or  promifing  form 
new  Dilcoveries  *,  and  upon  this  laft  account,  I  have  looked  in¬ 
to  Two  Pamphlets,  the  one  call’d,  The  Suyey  Demoniac^  the 
other.  The  Surey  Impoftor. 

For  the  fomSe*,  I  was  much  furprized,  that  a  Scrips  (  a  $ 
drawn  up  by  Mr  C. )  and  fb  long  ago  cenfiired  by  many  Sober, 
Grave,  Dinenting  Minifters,  and  who,  upon  my  Knowledge, 
tiled  their  Endeavours  to  have  it  fupprels  d,  and  thought  they 
had  done  it,  fhould  yet,  after  lome  Years  latency,  be  made 
publick  :  But  I  was  much  more:  furptized,  when  I  looked  in¬ 
to  your  Pamphlet,  call  d.  The  Surey  Jmpofior^  wherein  is  found 
lo  much  cauflels  Prejudice  aiaiuft'aTarty^  fb  much  Pride  and 
Paffion,  fiich  uncharitable  Cenfures,  iueh  unjuft  Inferences, 
luch  confident  Aflertions  of  what  in  your  own  Confidence  you 
cannot  but  disbelieve,  that  I  was  troubled  and  griev’d,  that  you, 
whom  I  always  thought  a  Man  of  a  fweet  Temper,  and  obli¬ 
ging  a  tranlporLof  Fury  and  5$ge|ib 

unhahdfomlf  ancS  ungenteelly  treat  fornany  honeft  Men,  whom 
ybtf  htve  wMi  fuch  fupercilious  Scorn,  Reproach,  anefinvidi- 
ous  Refleftions,  and  unchriftian  Surmiles,  and  worfe  than  Jef~ 
ferian  Inucndo' s,  endeavour’d  to  render  odious,  and  thro’  them, 
all  Diffenters.  •  *  -  i  \ 

I  think  your  great  levelling  Words,  and  the  .  hard  Speeches 
which  no  ways  concern  the  Merit  of  the  Caufe,  will  not,  with 
ferious,  impartial  People,  (  elpecially  fiich  as  know  the  Per- 
fons )  gain  you  any  Reputation  I  am  indeed  offended,  that 
you,  my  Friend,  who  had  a  Diflenter  for  your  Father,  fhould 
judge  fo  peremptorily,  and  condemn  fb  rafhly,  the  whole  Tribe. 
L>oth  it  not  argue  a  Spirit  different  from  the  humble,  meek, 
and  charitable  Spirit  of  the  Blefled  Jelus  ?  The  Lord  rebuke  it. 


from  the  Charge  of  Popery,  &C.  ^  | 

I  am  no  ways  concern’d  in  the  Surty  Demoniac^  I  have  read 
fo  many  Stories  of  the  like  kind,  that  ( tho’  I  believe  there  have 
been,  and  may  be  ftill,.  Perfons  a£ted  by  a  Diabolical  Power, 
and  really  Pouelsd  by  Evil  Spirits  )  yet  mofl  fo  efteem’d,  are 
either  Cheats,  or  Delufions  of  vitiated  Phantafies,  or  preterna¬ 
tural  Diftempers,  by  which  yet  many  Learned,  Wife,  and  Good 
Men  have  been  deceiv’d.  And  I  did  from  the  time  I  firft  heard 
of  this,  really  believe  it  would  prove  an  Impofture  •,  not  in  a 
Combination  of  thole  Perfons  that  afted  in  it  above-board,  ye- 

•  f  4  •  n  •  f  i  •  1  n  1  *  1  , 


fbme  of ’em  better  than  to  have  fuch  an  uncharitable  thought. 
And  I  muft  profels,  that  your  Book  hath  done  more  to  the 
abating  of  my  Cenlure  of  it,  which  was  peremptory  enough, 
than  the  other  had  done  to  convince  me,  of  its  being  a  proper 
Pofleffion  or  Obfeffion. 

I  do  indeed  freely  join  with  you  in  condemning  Mr.  C?s  Phan~ 
fips,  and  !  doubt,  unwarrantable  Colloquies  v  and  I  arn  griev’d 


,-iat  he  hath  expos'd  himfelf  in  fo  many  infignificant  Fopperies* 
ioifted  into  his  Narrative :  I  take  him  to  be  a  Man  of  a  warm 
Brain,  but,  I  think,  an  honeft  Heart  y  and  by ,  the  Character 
given  of  him,  he  is  not  fuch  a  Sir  John  Lack^leArning  as  you 
ipitefully  reprefont  him,  and  the  reft  of  the  Minifters  you  fo 
invidioufly  Charge.  It  will  be  no  Advantage  to  ypur  own  Re¬ 
putation,  that  you  endeavour  fo  to  leffen  and  vilifie  them. . 

As  for  Mr.  Jolly  >  he  is  an  Ancient,  Grave,  Pious,  Serious  ' 
Man,  that  feareth  God  above  many  *,  and  tho’  he  bee  qf  a  diffe¬ 
rent  Perlwafion  from  me,  as  well  as  from  you,  yet  I  am  perlwa- 
ded  he  would  not  knowingly,  ;he  guilty  of  .wftat  you  ,  with  fo 
"  ^en  and  Rage  Charge  upon  him^  for  aft  the  World 


iv,  cuiu.  luiiiw  win  ut  uaiu  .  x 

Mir.  sty’s  Credulity,  but  I  dare  fay  . .thought  Dygdale's  Ap- 

"^18  a  warrant  for  him  toiufewhac 
la^|ul^eaps,he.couid  for  the  .relief  of  Ificha  Miferable  Crea¬ 
ture.  And  wh.it  Pitiful  and  Charitable  Man  would  not' lend', 
his  help  to  fuch, ^lamentable  Spedfacie  as  he  l^m’d  to  be  l  • 
AM  y6ur  little  Tricks  and  Mif  interpretations  of -things,  and 
confident  Misjudging  and  Wire-drawing  every  paflage  to  the 
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worft  Senfe,  and  often  beyond  what  any  juft  and  rational  Man 
could  infer,  will  not  much  afteft  any,  but  thofe  that  are  glad  of 
any  pretence  to  vilifie  luch  as  you  refieft  upon,  who  at  the  lame . 
time  believe  not  the  Golpel,  nor  thole  that  never  Ipeak  good  con¬ 
cerning  them,  but  condemn  their  ungodly  Conversations,  by 
their  Holinefs  and  Godlineft,  as  well  as  by  their  faithful  Preach¬ 
ing  againft  their  Wickednels  and  Debaucheries,  Amos  5.  10. 

And  as  for  the  other  Gentlemen  you  call  Ailifters  at  the  Im- 
pofture,  you  with  fuch  impudent  Scom  treat  fome  of  ’em  in 
your  Book,  as  if  they  were  luch  diminitive  Underlings  as  were 
fit  for  nothing,  but  to  be  trodden  under  foot.  W  hat  an  Afto- 
mlhment  wifi,  this  be,  when  it  is  known  who  thefe  are  ?  And 
what  it  is  for,  that  thefe  Men  are  expos’d  ?  One  is  the  Learn¬ 
ed  Academick,  Mr.  R,  Fr.  asyou  call  him  in  Scorn,  as  if  he 
were  fome  frefh  Man  to  be  hilled  at  by  your  Seniority  •,  but  he ; 
is  better  known  in  the  Nation  than  to  be  Ridicul’d  by  any,  but 
luch  as  Envy  his  Learning  and  Ufefulneft. 

Another  is,  I  think,  that  0.  //.  that  hath  his  praife  in  lb  ma¬ 
ny  Practical  Books,  written  and  publilhed  by  him,  for  which  I 
doubt  not  but  many  Souls  do  praile  God  ^  for  the  reft,  I  have 
lels  knowledge, .  but  I  believe  they  are  forious  good  Men. 

But  what  is  it  thefe  Men  have  done?  They  joined  in  Falling 
and  Prayer,  but,  it  may  be,  you  would  have  it  thought  they 
were  in  the  Combination,  you  have  fo  many  Infinuations  tend- 
ingthat  way,  that  it’s  very  fufpicious  you  mean  fo. 

Now  for  your  Atteftors,  what  have  you  to  Charge  ’em  with  ? 
Do  they  affirm  Dugdale  was  Pofleft’d  or  Dilpofleft’d  ?  No, 
here’s  their  Teftimonial  out  of  your  own  Book. 

We  whofe  Names  are  Subfcribed  being  Ministers  of  the  Gofiely 
having  read  or  heard  the  Affidavits  and  Declarations  taken  before 
thcy  &c.  do  verily  believe  the  Truth  of  ^eniy  and  that  the  firange 
Fits  of  Rich.  Dugdale  were  by  a  Diabolical  Rower •  And  your 
felf  acquit  ’em,  p.  52. 

Having  addrefled  your  felf  to  the  Diflenting  Minifters,  firft 
you  let’em  know  your  Chara&er,  One  of  the  Foundation  of  Queen 
Elizabeth’/  Preachers ,  intended  to  preferve  His  Afajeftyfs  Subjects 
from  falling  into  Error /,  effecially  fuch  as  tend  to  Popery y  and  a 
late  Scandalous  Pamphlet  looking  that  way ,  Intit uledy  The  Surey 
Demoniack,  &c„ 


Good 
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Good.  Sir,  what-  Errors  in  Doctrine  looking  that  way,  do  vou 
find  in  that  Book;  What  have  they  faid  in  this  that  tends  to  i  o- 
fierv>  They  ufe  the  W  ord  Obfeffion,  p.  58-  Its  a  MWord. 
Really  thele  diminitive  Underling  Slaves  to  the Papifts  have 
fpun  a  fine  thread,  by  ufing  a  Word  that s  a  Popilh  Word.  Su  , 
an  Error  that  deferves  feverely  to  be  chaftized.  But  if  any  Fa 
natick  like  your  felf  fhould  lay,  you  have  lbnie  d  your  Ce^ 
monies  from  the  Prills,  y°u  have  the  Crofs  in  Baptifa,  Kneel 
•ina  in  receiving  Bread  and  Wine,  the  Form  of  the  Common- 

Prayer,  &c.  you  can  teU  how  to  anfwer  for  yourlelves,  andex- 

cu'fe  thele  from  Popery :  And  when  you  have  done  that,  your 

felf  will  anlwer  alfo  for  Diffenters.  one  m better 

fteal  a  Horfe,  than  others  look  over  the  Hedge.  .  , 

But  after  all  this,  pray  is  there  no  other  realon  to  be  given, 
that  their  Errors  tend  towards  Popery  ?  Do  they  hold  contrary  to 

the  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England  with  the 
sainft  Jrt.  9, 10,  11,  12,  13,  17  •  No  fure,  they  Subknbe 
Aem,  and  do  not  Preach  againft  ’em  when  they  have  done,  as 
fomedo,  they  are  then  found  in  DoUrmals,  and.  therein  hold 
the  fame  Faith  that  you  Subfcribe ;  and  I  hope,  believe  accord-, 

ftilloSon  that  you  can  only  Charge  them  with  » 
Then  lome  dull  Fellow,  without  any  great  ftudy,  woud  fay. 
If  s  more  probable  they  had  their  Word  from  the  Church  of 
England  •  even  an  Underling  Slave  that  cannot  underhand  a  b  t 
of  the  Language  of  the  Beaft,  may  read  it  m  Can. 72.  ^And  is 
the  C.  of  Eng.  guilw  of  Errors  tending  to  Popery;  Avery  fit  Ad¬ 
vocate  you  are  for  the  Church,  when  you  caftdirt  in  the  Face 
of  your  Mother,  and  thought  it  had  been  Diffenters  So  have 
I  feen  an  honeft  Matron  been  miftaken  for  a  Strumpet  •,  but  me 

thinks  a  Child  fhould  know  his  own  Mother  better. 

But  it  may  be,  you  intend,  what  the  Diffenters  believed 
and  did,  in  the  Management  of  the  Bufinefs  of  the  SureyDem. 
tends  towards  Popery  In  eameft,  I  wiU  be  no  Advocate  or  Po 
pery  -,  buttho’my  Charity  be  not  fo  largeas  toexcufe  the  De 
vil  from  havinga  hand  in  Dicky  s  Tricks,  yeti  am  fo  Charita¬ 
ble  towards  the  Papifts,  that  it'they  hold  >no  greater  Errors  than 
the  Belief  of  Poffeffions  and  Obfeffions,  1  fhould  think  n  but  a 
venial  Error,  if  any:  But  what  have  thty  done ithat  tends  to¬ 
wards  Popety?  Do  they  believe  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  Devils^. 
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r  elieve  they  are  not  Sadkucees,  tho',  I  doubt,  you,  and  luch 
Funofi%  win  fay  they  vePhmfhes.  but  faying  is  not  prov£ 
Do  they  believe  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  a  PoflefTwui  J I? 

T  the  Popifh  Ohfeflion  >  They^SLk  they  cSr^e 

!  '"S’  if  they  let  go  the  offenfive  words ;  but  the  Canon  is,  Noli 
rnt  ttmgtre.  And  for  a  Demoniack,  they  fay  there  have  been 
fuch,  and  that  they  think  Bugdah  was  onl  7  have  been 

;f  you,  my  Friend,  think  and  believe  there  is  no  fuch  a- 
thing,  as  I  have  heard  you  have  declar'd  in  a  Sermon  preach’d 

at  W  halley,  and  that  it  was  fometime  in  your  Book  ~? ( tho'  f 
believe  not  all  Reports)  if  it  be  fo,  I  fliould  have  been  glad  to 
have  feen  your  Arguments;  now  if  the  Belief  of  this  bf  ther 
Error  tending  t°  Popery,  you  that. MagiftericaUy  take  upon  you' 
10  be  the  Reformer  of  thefe  diminitive  Slaves  of  Pooerv  bad 
done  very  acceptable  Service  to  them,  if  by  dint  of  ArSnenf 
and  m  the  Spirit  ofMeeknefo  you  had  convinced  themSeir 
Errors.  And  y  ou  might  alfo  have  helped  to  reform  the  Canons  ' 
which  would. have  greatly  gratify  d  thefe  Diffenters-  buT  it 
maybe,  you.remembred  that  you  had  Subfcrib’d  mr  J 

vourany  Alteration  of  Government  in  Church,  &c,  aiidthenit 

ashoneftly  done,  to  flick  to  your  tacklings,  and  not  lofe  one 
ward  liw  haVe  t0ttered>  th0’ m  Canon  looked  to- 


hul  iuoi  a  mntaKe  toiook  towards  Popery 1  and FM  dfoA 

Sffor  i?S  mlp  a"d  ll0?e  Jt  will  make  tfibm  more  ca* 
no  as  for  th^  future :  But  the  means  you  ufe  for  fo  food  an  Entf 

is  ^  httfo  awkward  ;  Reproaches,  ..  'Slanders,  imiJrtiiienfdtC 

fegions,  calling  them  by  ill  Names,1  this  is  not  likely  to  do  C 

Rutmethinks  you  are  a  little  too  voung  for  fuch  irn  foSfo 

«fisai  g  m  M  *  juMSSr  Mg® 
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from,  or  ufe  Popilh  Exortifms,  and  Ceremonies  ?  No,  you 
clear  them  from  that :  but  they  Prayed  and  Fafied  to  caft  out 

a  Devil  where  there  was  none  :  They,  filly  Souls  y  were  foot'd  into  * 
belief  of  a  Pojfejfioti  and  Obfejfton  ;  If  16,  really  .your  Dr,  had  bet¬ 
ter  cut  them  tor  the  Simples,  than  tot,  you  and  he,  ih&uld  join 
together,  to  dafh  out  thole  few  Brains  they  have.  But  .pray 
be  not  too  raih,  iome  young  Confident  Medicafters  love  to  try 
Experiments  and  by  lo  doing,  kill  inftead  of  curing.  You  and 
your  Dr.  fay,  there  was  no  Devil,  and  you’ll  prove  it  |  you  lay, 
it  w^s  a:Ch^at,  and  fo  no  Devil  s  your  Dr.  lays,  it  was  a  pre¬ 
ternatural  Diftemper,  and  no  Devil  *,  but  how- doth  this  ex- 
cufe  the  Devil? 

Suppofe  it  a  Cheat,  and  that  Dugdale  aSted  his  Tricks  by  Le¬ 
gerdemain ,  or  Agility  of  Body3  who  is  lo  likely  to  help  la 
clumfical  a  Fellow,  as  they  fay  he  is,  as,  the  Devil?  Who 
could  put  it  into  his  Heart  lo  villanoufly  to  deceive  the  World, 
to  pretend  what  he  knew  was  aLie  >  It  may  be  better  apply  d  to 
him,  than  you  do  againft  Mr.  C.  j4£ts  the  5  th.  Why  hath  Sat  an 
filed  thy  beart%  to  Lie  to  the  Holy  Ghoft  ?  Here  was  a  Combina¬ 
tion  and  Cheat  between  Husband  and  Wife,  and  yet  the  Devil* 
not  excluded,  nor  excus’d. 

Now  you,  Mr.  Taylor,  do  allb  lay,  it  was  a  natural  Diftem¬ 
per  ^  your  Dr.  R.  faith,  it  was  a  preternatural  Diftemper,  and 
therefore  no  Devil :  Now  ( I  toll  not  interrogate  the  Dr. )  if 
you  queftion  aliPolTeffions,  except  thole  ip  the  Goipel,  (which 
|  hope  you  do  not )  yet  profiling  your  felf  a.  Divine,  do  you 
really  believe-  the  Devil  hath  no  hand  in  your  natural,  ot  your 
Dr.  R's -preternatural Diftemper  ?  What  'do  you!  think  df  JoV% 
Cafe  ?  Was  not  theDeyil  an  Aftor  in  that  fid  Tragedy  ?  What 
do-  you  think  of  that  Demoniack  in  Mat.  1 7.1 4, 1 5, 1 5, 1 7, 1 8  ? 
The  Poor  Man’s  Son  was  a  Lunatick,  and  was  lore  vexed,  and 
oft  fell  into  the  Fire,  and  oft  into  the  Water  ^  a  grievous  pre¬ 
ternatural  Diftemper,  as  the  Falling-Sicknels,  or  an  Epilepfie, 
is  f  but  what  had  the  Devil  no  hand  in  this  ?  Yes  fure,  Ver. 
18.  Jefns  rebuked  the  Devil^  fee  Mar 17, 18.  Now  by  this, 
judge  who  hath  done  more  evil,  the  Diflenters  in  puhlilning  a 
Story  of  one  they  believed  to  be  afted  by  the  Devil,  becaufe  it 
looked  like  thefe  Polfeffions  in  the  Gofpel,  or  you,  by  denying 
that  no  natural  or  preternatural  Diftempers  can  be  attended  with 
a  Devil ,  and  that  it’s  a  good  Argument  to  prove  it  no  Pofleffion? 

becaule 
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becaufe  a  Diftemoer.  I  wonder  not  at  the  Religion  and  Rea- 
ion  of your  Phvficians  :  the  one  faith,  (viz..)  R.  The  fe  ft  range 
and  various  G e [hires  and  Actions  performed  by  the  Lady  during  hit 
fit)  looked  upon  by  the  Beholders  to  be  done  by  the  Devil;  were  not 
Diabolic  id y.. but  Preternatural . 

Your  other  Dr.  'Buckfo,  fometime  of  my  Acquaintance,  and  I 
thought  (as  of  you )  a  Man  of  a  lweet  and  loving  Temper,  yet 
ftrangely  affirming,  That  of  Nccejfity  it  muft  be  his  Diftemperrnot 
the  D evil ^t hat  produced  theft  irregular  Motions  *,  and  his  Reafon  is, 
•That  a  Spirit  had  neither  Fltjh  nor  Bones ^therefore  could  not  be  felt y 
<as  if  the  Devil  could  not  aft  in  and  by  Fief  hand  Bones.  As  fine  is 
Dr.  R's  Reaions  why  Dicky  had  the  fore-knowledge  of  his  Fits  * 
a  Boy  could  foretel  his  Fits  by  a  pain  behind  his  Legs,  &ca 
p.  30.  This  is  a  wonderful  difeovery,  and  no  doubt  he  will  in 
time  be  famous:  Juft  as  a  Man  that  hath  the  Fits  of  an  Ague, 
jjan  tell  when  it  will  come,  when  he  begins  to  yawn,  and  grows 
chilly.  Now  it's  coming  ;  the  Boy  of  13  Y  ears  old  could  Pro¬ 
phecy  of  his  Fit,  for  he  felt  it  coming  behind  his  Leg, 
agregiam  verb  laudem !  &c.  Doth  riot  this  Solution  deferve  the 
.Scarlet :  But. this  puifiie  may  rather  blufh  at  fiich  trifles,  much 
more,  at  his  bold  Cenfure  at  firft  daih  of  an  Impertinent ;  nay\ 
Falfe  Account ,  die.  but  fome  People  affirm  luftily,  and  ifs  no 
matter  for  proof,  ipfe  dixit  muft  lerve.  ; 

:  But  I  had  almoft  forgotteny  our  Learned  Dr.  R*s  Divinity,  # 
acculing  the  two  Ps,  that  excufe  the  Devil,  from  being  that 
Notorious  Villain  which  Scriptiite  declares  of  him,  £  viz.. )  k 
jbiarfrom  the  beginning  *  they  avert  fee  tells  'em  truth  ♦  as  if  the 
Devil  did  not  fpeak  fometlmes  that  which  is  true,  tho’  with  an 
ill  intent,  Acts  1 6. 1  d,  17.  and  Mark.  1.  23,  24,  25.  This  is  it 
for  Phyficians  to  go  above  their  Dilpenfatory,  I  wonder  not  at 
thefe  Reafbns,  and  the  Religion  of  your  Phyficians;  if  s  befides 
their  Province  to  meddle  wkh  Divinity.  But  for  you,  Mr.  T. 
that  profefsyour  felf  a  Divine,  and  Scholar,  that  you  fhould, 
upon  i  uch  weak  Reaions,  excufe  the  Devil ;  this  I  wonder  at, 
.and  I  wifh  that  they  of  this  Age,  that’  would  explode  all  Re¬ 
veal  d  Religion  out  of  the  World,  be  not  hardened  againft  the 
Belief  of  the  Miracles  of  our  Saviour,  and  his  Apoftles :  Sup- 
pofe  they  take:  up  your  Argument,  and  fhould  Blafphemoufly 
fay,  they  were  all  Cheats  and  preternatural  Diftempers,  there- 
pm  no*  Polieflions ;;  I  hope  you  can  anfiver  they  were  no  Cheats, 


from  the  Charge  of  Popery ,  &c.  p 

^tho'  a  fubtil  malicious  Atheift  would  make  a  great  Advantage  o f 
what  you  fay,  to  difprove  the  Surey  Demon .  But  I  fhould  be 
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hear  how  you  woud  come  oft,  when  they  fhould  tell  you,  they  were 
fome  of 'em  preternatural  (as Dr.  R.  or  natural,  as  you)  Diftem- 
pers,  and  therefore  no  Pofleffions :  What  occafion  have  you  given 
to  fuch  nimble  Difputants,  to  call  in  queftion  the  Truth  of  what  our 
Bleffed  Saviour  did  ?  But  be  it  as  it  will,  I  find  no  Popifh  Errors,  nor 
any  thing  tending  that  way  yet-,  and  in  their  Praflice,  what  is 
it  that  tends  that  way  ?  I  will  not  fay  it’s  a  Poflenion  or  Obfeilion  j 
for  to  make  you  my  Confeflor  ( tho’  I  know  what  is  faid  of  the  di~ 
ftinaion  )  I  cannot  well  underftand  what  is  meant  by  the  one  or  the 
other  ^  but  I  do  believe  the  Devil  is  more  bufie  about  all  forts  of 
Perfons,  than  ordinarily  any  body  is  aware  or  fenfible  of-,  and  that 
many  more  are  truly  Poflefs  d  by  the  Devil,  than  moft  People  judge. 
And  I  do  profefs  to  believe,  that  there  are  few,  if  any,  iiniul  Lufts 
and  AfteEfions,  but  the  Devil  (as  a  fubtil,  powerful,  and  malicious 
Spirit,  by  the  permiffion  of  God,  as  a  Tempter,  and  having  influ¬ 
ence  upon  the  Body,  or  Fancy,  and  Animal  Spirits  )  doth  incline  un¬ 
to,  in  coniunEtion  with  our  depraved  Natures.  And  1  do  alio  be¬ 
lieve,  that  there  are  but  few  (if  any)  Evils  of  Punifhment,  but  thefe 
Evil  Spirits  (as  God’s  Executioners)  have  a  hand  in  them  *,  and  theie 
things  confidered,  what  did  thefe  Men,  that  you  lb  hignh  Charge, 

do,  that  tends  towards  Popery  ?  .  ... 

*  Are  they  to  be  blam’d  for  their  Faffing  and  Praying  ?  They  did 
believe  he  was  Poffefs’d,  and  Mr.  Jolly,  I  believe,  did  think  there 
were  the  fame  Symptoms  of  a  PofTeilion,  as  in  fome  in  the  Golpel, 
(  for  fuch  a  peremptory  Aflertion,  I  am  not  his  Second,  nor  will  i 
be  fo  peremptory  as  you,  that  it  was  not,  upon  your  weak  Argu¬ 
ments.)  And  upon  his  Suppofition,  what  could  be  done  otherwife. 
Our  Saviour  faith,  Some  Devils  go  not  out  but  by  Faffing  and  Prayer  j 
I  am  fo  Charitable  as  to  think  they  prayed  on  this  Suppofition  •,  and 
here  was  nothing  that  can  be  ohjeQed,  unlefs,  that  they  were  erro- 
neoufly  Religious  Offices  that  they  performed,  for  want  of  the  Bi- 

lh<Affain,C  ffifo  they  law  a  Miferable  Man,  tormented  in  Body,  and  I 
fuppofe  they  will  not  deny  it  to  be  a  preternatural  Diftemper  what 
hurt  did  they  do  in  Falling  and  Praying?;  Dothnot  St.  James  direft. 
That  if  any  be  afflifted,  they  mtft  fray ?  And  the  Liturgy  appoints 
Prayer  in  that  cafe,  and  where  was  their  fault,  unlefs .  m  not  uling 
the  Prayers  appointed  ?  But  I  remember  not  any  Religious  Omce  rot 

But  you  go  on  in  your  Tfifi.  Ded.This  Trade  which  you 

j  \  a  .« 


a  o  A  Vindication  of  the  Dijfenters - 

from  the  P apift s ,  was  defigned  to  enfnare  hone  ft  ^  and  well- meaning^  (tut 
tafie  People. 

Good  Sir,  have  you  a  Window  into  their  Hearts  ?  I  thought  that 
had  been  God  s  Omnilcient’s  Prerogative  to  know  Defigns :  Really  if 
ihele  Wen  had  delign’d  to  enlnare  any  to  their  hurt,  they  Were  much 
to  blame. 

„  But  what  Lobb's-P ound  was  it  they  would  enlnare  'em  into  ?  Was 
rt  to  Preach  and  Pray  the  Devil  out  of  Dick^'mto  thefe  well-meaning 
People?  Then  I  fhould  be  content;  to  have  their  Mouths  gagged 
Was  it  to  get  their  Purfes  ?  Then  by  my  content,  let  themlelves  be 
nooted  in  the  Purle-firings.  \\  as  it  a  defign  to  draw  them  to  their 

Party  ?  Y  es,  that  is  it  fay  you,  to  win  thole  by  Craft  and  Wiles  to 
their  Party. 

If  fo,  lam  content  they  fhould  be  fharply  rebuked.  But  I  know 
lome  of  them  profefs  publickly  to  their  Hearers,  that  they  had  rather 
gam  one  Soul  to  God,  than  Hundreds  to  their  Opinions,  in  Control 
verted  Matters  that  are  not  neceflary  to  Salvation. 

„  But  if  after  all,  the  Snare  was  out  of  Pity  to  deliver  a  Miferable 
Creature,  whichthey  thought  tormented  by  Satan,  and  to  lave  his 
and  his,  and  others  Souls,  by  the  Word,  and  Prayer,  and 
halting,  then  I  would  have  laid,  (  go  on  and  prolper  )  and.  the  Lord 
lucceed  your  Snare,  that  it  may  catch  many,  and  refcue.  them  out  of 
the  Devil  s  Snare,  by  whom  too  many  are  led  Captive*, 

And  I  think,  if  your  Party,  and  the  Diffenters  Party,  did  join  in  , 
Cordial  Endeavours  by  Preaching  and  Praying,  and  other  Gofpel 
Means,  to  difpoflels  the  Devil  out  of  Mens  Heads,  Tongues,  and 
Hearts,  you  would  do  more  acceptable  Service  to  God,  more  profit 
tabxe  Service  to  the.  Church  of  God,  and  more  comfortable  to  your 
ielves,  than  to  entertain  caullefs  Prejudices  one .again*  another,  and 
ogive  place  tp  the  Devil,  in  proud  envious  Wrath  to  bite  and  de^ 
vour  one  another  ^  for  how  much  foever  you  go  about  to  excufe  the 

^ir,yQu  cannot  but  knew,  that  he  doth  poffefs  alt 
the  Chdclren  of  Di (obedience,  Eph.  2.  2.  And  is  there  not  a  caufe 

o  lulpect  his  Wiles,  and  hand  upon  our  Guard,  and  to  refill  the 
Devil?  .  ■  • 

Ih  die Tame  transport  you  proceed,  and  Charge  the  Difienters  witfi 
Superjittfon,  and  D,v, font  from  the  EfiMJhed  Church ,  Superftitioa 
is  a  long  word,  and  as  tngliih,  it  may  poffihty  puzzle  a  Country 
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ine^n  "by  this  ?  ‘  May,  I  know  not,  but  it’s  lome  ill  Boggard,  (  way 
be  Dicf^s  Blanket)  c  it  may  well  fright  any  body  from  having  any 
‘thing  to  do  with ’em.  - 

But  if  lome  by  the  help  of  a  Dictionary  by  chance  fhould  find, 
that  it  is  to  be  Wile  above  what  is  written,  or  Righteous  above  what 
is  commanded,  it  would  tempt  an  impartial  Man  to  cry  out,  cGh  ! 
<  What  a  Slander !  This  is  that  very  thing  they  are  moft  averle  to  I 
c  have  heard  them  lay  they  believe  and  think,  that  God  is  wifer  than 
‘Men,  and  knows  better  than  they,  what  will  pleafe  him  beft  ^  and 
*  this  makes  them  fear  to  add  to  the  Word  of  God,  left  they  fhould 


ed,  will  be  found  the  Criminals.  What !  Diflenters  Superftitious  l 
4  Houl  Mon,  I  trow  you  are  the  Men  that  are  Righteous  above  what 
4  is  commanded :  Where  do  you  find  that  God  has  commanded  the 
4  Sign  of  the  Crols  ?  Where  do  you  find  in  Godcs  Buke,  that  you 
€  muft  kneel  at  receiving  Bread  and  Wine  at  the  Lordcs  Supper  ?  But 
‘in  your  own  Buke  of  Canons.  Gi  meGodcs  Buke,  and  ta  ye  that 
‘  now.  Some  blundering  Fellow  reading  your  Rubric C  and  Canonsy 
would  lay,  ‘  You  are  many  of  you  wifer  than  your  own  Kirk^  lor 
c  where  are  you  commanded  to  make  your  Obeifance  towards  the 
‘  Eaft,  of  before  your  Altar  t  Where  do  you  find  your  Whiftles  com- 
‘  manded  ?  (  Some  fay,  the  Homilies  y  ou  Subfcribe  have  lome  hard 
4  Reflexions  upon  them  )  where  is  your  Handing  up  at  the  reading 
‘of  the  Pfdms-,  and  Prieft  reading  one  Verle,  and  Clerk  atid  Peo- 
4  pie  another  >  Is  this  for  Edification  ?  (  when  a  great  part  ofthe  Pecn 
4  pie  that  cannot  read,  or  have  no  Book,  can  hear  nothing  but  a  con- 
4 fufod  Gabble)  I  think  your  own  Church  doth  not  command  this 
‘  'Racketing  and  Bouncing  it  about..  And  now  who  are  Superftitious, 
4  if  this  be  the  meaning  of  the  Word  ?  But  if  a  Scholar  Ihould  fearch 
what's  the  meaning  of  this  Superftition  in  the  Greek,  and  find  it  to 
fignifie  fearing  of  Demons,  or  worfhipping  of  Devils,  it's  known 
they  are  lo  far  from  that,  that  they  Faft  and  Pray  to  difpoffefs  him 
of  his  Dominion  over  Men,  as  here  they  did. 

But  thefe  Dijfenters  are  guilty  of  Diviftons  (lay  you  )  from  the 
EflMiflfd  Church.  Really  Sir,  I  tell  you  truly,  if  they  be  guilty  of 
Diviiions  from  the  Church  of  God,  Eftablifhed  by  God's  Law,  they 
ihould  e  en  go  themfelves  for  me  •,  I  would  call  after  em  to  corns 
back,  but  I  would  not  go  with  them,  nor  follow  ‘em  one  foot. 

But  I  think,  ifl  fhould  go  to  Billing*  Chappel  and  not  to ,  fVig*ti> 
Lbelieve  it  would  be  no  Divifion  from  the  Church  Eftabli-h’d,  if 
ytfu  mean  by  the  Law  of  the  Land*  And  ifl  lived  nearer  St.  Ellin's 

C  2  .  Chappel, 
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Chappel,  and  went  thither  ftill,  I  am  within  compafs,  tho’  a  Dif* 
lenter  Preaches  there-,  and  you  fay  it’s  a  Confecrated  Chappel,  and 
they  have  it  by  Law,  (and  I  hope  that’s  no  greater  a  Crime,  than 
for  you  to  have  had  an  Unconfecrated  Chappel  by  force  )  and  fo  they 
di  ride  not  from  a  Church  Eft  abliihed  by  Law, 

Ay,  but  you’ll  lay.  They  are  Schifmatkksj  this  is  another  fright¬ 
ful  Word.  A  Learned  Man,  ncDiffenter,  calls  it  an  Ecelefiaftical 
Scare -crow.  I  have  often  heard  the  Proteftants  excufe  themfelves 
from  being  Schifinaticks  from  the  Church  of  Rome ,  becaufe  that 
Church  requires  as  Terms  of  Communion,  things  doubtful,  unlaw¬ 
ful,  andfmful,  and  retort  upon  them,  that  they  are  Schilmaticks 
for  lo  doing :  Ay-,  but  DiJfenters  cannot  by  Arguments  juftifte  their  Di- 
vificns.  Now  lome  of  the  moft  Charitable  of  them  lay,  they  divide 
not  from  the  Church  Eitablifhed,  they  do  frequently  join  with  them 
in  their  Prayers,  and  they  believe  the  Do£irine  of  the  Church  in  the 
3P  Articles,  and  Homilies;  and  all  of  them  fay,  their  Aflemblies 
are  Eftablifh’d  Churches :  And  if  you  will  walk  a  little  alide  with 
me,  I’ll  tell  you  as  a  Friend,  if  you’ll  not  be  angry,  what  Realons 
lome  of  ’em  give,  why  they  cannot  in  all  things  conform  to  the  Dif- 
cipline  and  Worfhip  according  to  your  Canons  and  Liturgy. 

(  i.)  Some  of  them  cannot  for  their  Life,  much  lels  for  Prefer¬ 
ment,  think  it  lawful  for  any  body  to  command  Things  in  the  Wor¬ 
fhip  of  God,  of  the  fame  Nature,  Ule,  Significancy,  and  End,  with 
God’s  own  Appointments,  and  make  them  neceflary  Terms  of  Com¬ 
munion,  when  there’s  no  difference,  but  God  commands  the  one, 
and  Men  the  other  *  lb  they  lay,  the  Crofs  about  Baptiffti  is  fuch  a 
Humane  Sacrament.  To  deal  plainly  with  you,  I  have  read  all  I  can- 
meet  with  about  this,  and  I  am  lo  weak  I  cannot  be  latisfy  d  *  and  I 
fhould  think  it  hard  for  this  to  be  accounted  a  Schilmatick,  and  Ex¬ 
communicated. 

(  2. )  Some  of  thele  whom  I  dare  not  judge,  but  to  be  as  truly 
Good  and  Pious  as  you  and  I,  are  offended  at  kneeling  in  receiving, 
the  Bread  and  Wine  in  the  Lord’s  Supper.  I  think  I  can  anfwer, 
their  Arguments,  but  I  fhould  be  loth  to  fee  them  have  their  Brains 
dafh’d  out,  becaufe  in  that  thing  they  cannot  be  latisfy’d  with  what 
doth  farisfieyou  and  me  •,  and  tho’  I  fhould  think  them  very  unjuftly 
Cenlorious,  if  they  fhould  account  us  Idolaters  for  it;  yet  if  they  mo- 
deftly  differ  in  their  Opinion,  I  would  not  brand  them  as  Schifma- 
tLks,  if  they  went  to  their  own  Meeting-places,  to  enjoy  their  Free¬ 
dom.  li  Peter  will  join  with  the  Circumcifed,  and  Paul  with  the 
Undrcumcisd,  1  would  not  blame  them,  if  they  be  not  Uncharita- 
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ble  one  to  another.  I  am  for  the  Apoftles  Canons,  Rom,  14.  And  I 
know  of  none, that  have  Authority'  to  alter  them.  '  .  * 

But  Ill  tell  you  one  thing  in  your  Ear,  ,  which.  I  cannot  tell  now  to 
aniwer,  and  if  you  can  Ill  thank  you  *,  fome  or  them  think  it  hard, 
that  for  doing,  or  endeavouring  to  do,  as  the  Apokles  did  at  the  a- 
cramentof  the  Lord’s  Supper,  they  ihould  be  peremptor i ly  d eny  d 
that  Ordinance,  (  and  Oh  ftrange  1  Some  Great  Ones  m  tne  C^urox 
have  undertaken  to  prove  it  Charity  to  exclude  them  )  when  by  tne 
fame  reaibn,  if  Chriffs  Difoiples  were  now  on  Earth,  ano  did  as 
they  did,  even  in  the  prefence,  and  with  the  approbation  or  then 
Matter,  they  mutt  be  Excommunicated  •,  and  thus  they  lay,  11  they 
err,  it’s  with  good  Company,  andfo  they  are  cauilelly  di  i\  en  away 
fiom  the  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England,  .  • 

C  3. )  Some  of  them  fay,  the  impofing  of  Terms  of  Communion, 
and  ty  ing  Men  to  their  Form  of  Worihip,  is  an  Invafion  of  God^s 
Prerogative.  Impeaching  his  Wifdom,  as  if  Men  knew  better  than 
himfelf,  what  Service  were  fitteft  for  him :  And  that  it  s  an  ufurping 
of  Authority  to  make  Laws  for  him  to  obey,  with  an  annexed  PenaL 
ty,  (  I.  )  On  him  v  fox  he  iliall  either  take  that  Worihip  which 
they  have  eompofed  for  him,  or  he  ihall  have  none  -,  fo  you  will  be 
firft  pleaied.  and  then  He,  (with  Reverence  be  lt  fpoken)  iliall 
have  what  pleaies  you.  or  none  at  all  by  your  good  will,  or  ill  wi  l 
rather:  And  another  Penalty,  annexed,  (2.)  On  Men;  for  they 
fhall  either  lb  lerve  him,  or  be  punipred;  lo  Clod,  ana  Men  mult 
have  your  Allowance  and  Approbation,  or  eifo  he  iliall  hate  no 

Worihip,  or  they  punfihed  for  doing  him  Service.  ^ 

(  4.)  Some  of’em  think  it  no  lefs  than  Sacnledge,  to  transfer  the 
Ends  of  Gods  Sacraments,  and  to  attribute  them  to  their  own  ^  they 
think  we  are  Baptized  in  Token  hereafter,  we  fhall  not  be.  aihamed; 
to  profefs  the  Faith  of  Chrift,  &c.  and.that  Baptife  is  the  hopour  r, 
able  Badge,  whereby  the  Infant  is  Dedicated  to  the  Serv  ice  of.  him 
that  Died  on  the  Crofs,  and  fhould  not  be  attributed  to  the  Sign  of 
the  Crofs  :  You  will  find,  a  great  many  more  Arguments  in  Lome 
Books  of  Diffenters.  See  Baxter's  Englijh  Nonconformity, 

But  I  doubt  you  foorn  to  look  into  them,  your  Prejudice  foems  to 
be  fo  great  v  and  it’s  not  for  your  Intereft,  for  poffibly  it  might  liar- 
tie  your  Confcience  a  little,  and  difturb  your  Confidence  and  Repofe, 
to  find  more  in  them,  than  you  ever  expelled  from  fuchdimimtiv© 
Creatures.  Ux.  Jeans,  the  great  School-Divine,  conndent  when 
youhp,  writ  for  the  Ceremonies:  of  the  Church  of  England  no  con¬ 
temptible  Book ;  but  alter  lie  grew  a  little  older,  and  chat  ^Centro* 
verfie  began  to  be  more  ftriftly  inquired  into,  he  very  honettly^con- 
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ieffes  his  Raflinefs  to  the  World,  and  as  a  Teftimony  of  his  Repen¬ 
tance,  writes  an  AjjJwer  to  his  own  Book-  but  there  are  many  more 
Rubious  things  required  in  the  new  Conformity  than  in  the  old. 

Yet  hill  you,  my  Friend,  join  the  two  P  s,'  and  here  former  and 
latter,  and  new  and  old  juggle  of  the  Diflenters  and  Puritans-  and 
now  if  the  W  orld  would  know  what  this  Juggle  is,  it's  their  calling 
out  Devils. 

Some  may  be  out  of  Curiofity  wouldknow,  who  thefe  Devils  are, 
-that  lb  much  pains  is  taken  to  vindicate  their  Innocency. 

They  lay  in  the  Days  of  old  they  were  pure  and  holy  Spirits,  that 
They  were  amongft  the  Holy  Angels,  but  affixing  to  be  greater,  they 
were  call  out  of  Heaven,  and  now  area  fort  of  Vagabonds  that  walk 
to  and  fro,  up  and  down  the  Earth,  being  enraged  again!!  God,  and 
all  Goodnefs,  and  all  good  Men,  they  leek  whom  they  may’  devour  • 
the  Chief  of  them  is  call’d  Betlz.eM,  and  fometimes  Mad  Jon,  and 
Apollyon,  Satan ,  (you  Mr.  Taylor  are  Book-learned,  and  can  tell 
the  meaning)  and  is  compared  to  a  Roaring  Lion,  and  an  old  cunninr 
Serpent  :  He  is  a  Liar,  and  the  Father  of  Lies :  He  is  a  Slanderer 
Informer ,  andanAcbtferofthe-Brethrtn ;  (it  may  be  this  Is  it  that 
procures  him  a  favourable  excufe  with  feme  Folks)  and  he  is*  Mur- 
Aererx  and  thefo  Devils  are  in  Combination,  to  draw  Souls  after 
em,  and  ceafe  not  to  tempt  every  body  to  Sin,  (  only  God  hath 
them  in  Chains )  and- their  whole  Buiinefs  is  to  Torment  Bodies, 
mid  Damn  Souls;  and  after  wicked  Men  have  been  held  in  their 
Drudgery  a  while  in  this  World,  they  lead  ’em  in  Triumph  to  Hell, 

where  they  Torment  them  with  Fire  and  Brimltone  for  Ever  and 
Ever. 

Ahdwhat  did  thefe  Diflenttng  Puritannical  Knaves  do>  Why 
they  endeavoured  by  Falling  and  Prayer  to  drive  away  thefe  Devils 

and  to  prevent  them  doing  Mifehief  to  Bodies  and  Souls  of  their' 
Neighbours. 

_  Is  this  that  which  makes  all  this  noife  ?  Surely  they  were  Charita- 
foie  Tv34n  not  like  the  two  hard-hearted  Black-coats,  the  Priejt  and- 
£tv>te  that  palTed  by  the  poor  Man  that  had  fallen  among  Thieves, 
foatlike  the -good  Samaritan,  Ante  to.  30,31,  32.  Ay.  but  thefe 
Men  pray  d  for  them  that  were  not  Poflels’d,  they  were  but  Cheats 
and  Diltempers :  But  did  they  know  them  to  be  Cheats  >  No 
Mr.  Taylor  will  vouch  for  them,  they  were  Fools,  the  Papifts  were 
■the  Cheats,  and  they  were  Underling  Slaves  and  Tools,  ignorantly 
111  warrant  you ;  yes,  they  had  not  fuch  deep  Noddles  as  to  find  out 
the  Cheat ;  why  then  truly  they  might  in  this  thing  be  innocent 
i'ools,  but  not  rafoally  Knaves  •,  however,  I  have  heard  it  laid.  Its 

better 
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better  to  give  to  two  or  three  Canting,-  Cheating  Beggars;  than  de¬ 
ny  Charity  to  all,  becauie  l'ome  deferve  it  hot ;  and  I  think  it  were 
better  to  pray  for  all  in  Diftreis,  tho’.  it’spolKble  feme  of  ’em  may 
have  finned  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  if  we  know  knot,  for  then  otir 
Prayers  will  return  into  our  own Bofoms.  J 

And  now  comes  a  big-belly- d  Story,  that  will  convince  all  of  the 
Knavery  and  Foolery  c-ftheie  Puritans  and  Diflenters,  and  their  Jug¬ 
gle  ;  a  fearful  Story  of  one  Darrell  a  Devil-monger,  that  nureed  our 
Seven  Devils  at  a  time  out  of  Seven  Women,  &c. 

.  ‘  Thefe  Puritans  are  odd  Fellows,  thefe  Tools  of  the  Papifls  they 
c  are  apt  SchoUafs,  and  -  come  pretty  near  their  Mailers,  tho*  they 
‘cannot  reach  them:  One  of  themielves,  I  mean  a  Papift,  relish 
‘  Merry  Story  of  an  Exorcift,  who  exerciiing  his  Art,  pretended  to 

difcover  Fifteen  Devils  in  one  Perlon  Poffeis d,  and  refolving  todif- 
‘  lodge  them,  he  falls  to  work,  and.  after  feme  time  being  asked 
c  What  he  had  done,,  made  anfwer,.  he  had  Conjured  out  the  ante  . 

*  half,  this  was  Seven  and  a  half ;  one  half  it  feems-  more  than  Dai;-  ' 

c  hr// the  Puritan.  This  jocofe  Papift  made  a  Jeftofhis,  hut  you 
Mr.  T.  makea  ferious  Matter  of  youis.  ,  . ' '  •  '•  5  ■ 

You  remember,  Mr.  T.  I  told  you  before,  Iamnotanfwetablefor  ' 
the  Surry  DemnUck^,  nor  will  I  vindicate  Mr.  Darrel^  bctgke  me  ? 
leave  to  make  lome  Obfervations  upon  the  Story,  as  it  is  in  your 
Book.  '  ,  -  '  ■ ..  ’ 

O  "  •  ;  !  f.Vf.  ' 

•  ,  .  ...  \  .  •-  •  ■  \  .  .  ■  '  '  .  -  , 

(  i.)  The  Relator  of  this  Story  is  aeeufed  by  the  Learned  Biffiow  = 
Vfyer,  as  a  partial  and  fabulous  Hiftorian,  and  that  Book  of  Dl.  ‘HeL 
tin- s,  is  a  Farce  of  Diabolical  Stories,  and  Malignant,  Malicious  Reif  ' 
flexions upon  all  Parties  •,  and  few  Worthies,  that  were  not  Papifts 
orArminians,  efcaped  his  Cenfures  :  I  have. heard  it  was  tKisBobkl, 
or  another  fuch  of  his,  that.helpr to  pervert  the  date ;Dutdtefs  %\  \ 

andlthinkl  heard  a  Nobleman  fay.  She  commended  that  Book  to’' 
him,  doubtlefs  to  Cure  him  of  the  Northern  Herelie.  ProRtlantifin. '  • . 
,  (2.)  I  obferve  from- you  that  it  muft  be  a  Presbytefiah:  Juggle,  ' 
far  a  Book  of  his  DHpolfetlingwas  writ  by  one  Jejfe<Beey-  a  Rdligi-  j 
ous  fid  Liar,  (really  lie  was  a  fid  one  indeed,  if  he  gain’d  the 
Whetftone  from  Dr.  Heylin )  andfeen  and  allow’d  by  Mr.  HiVcr- 
jbam:  It  muft  needs  be  a  Presbyterian  Juggle  then,  but  it  was  Con-  ' 
.traded  by.  one  Demfm  a  Country  Minifterg  then  why  not  a  Church  ’ 
of  E s  Juggle  ?■  Ay,  I’ll  warrant  this  Drnifon  was  Lome  Trimmer. 

(  g. )  One  Summers  aecufes  himfelf  and  Darrell  to  have.a£ted  by 
Confederacy,  drc.  fo  the  Juggle  is  out. 

But  fome  Didymm  may  poilibly  not  believe  this  Relation,  and 

:  >  .  -  ~  ■  would 
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would  give  fbme  Reafons  for  his  unbelief,  befidesthe  fufpe£led  V  e¬ 
racity  of  the  Hiftorian,  and  the  Partiality  of  lome  others.  - 

Mr  T.  you  know  how  Zealous,  fome  Men  have  been  to  tit 
Pooiih  Plot  upon  the  Presbyterians,  and  how  dextroully  it  was  done, 
fome  Men  remember,  others- felt:  And  as  there  wanted  not  Knaves 
to  invent,  and  Knights  ofthePoft  to  Swear  it,  Jo  there  wanted  jo 

■  Fools  to  believe  it  v  and  feme  pretended  to  believe  it,  who  knew ngL 
enough  it  was  not  fo :  I  may  venture,,  to  guefs  what  thefe  Unbel 
vers  will  fay,  why  they  fuipecf  the  truth  of  that  Story. 

(  i. )  Becaufe  upon  enquiry  into  the  Cafe,  the  Sheriff  of 
Jfci  Sir  John  Byron,  John  Stanhope, .and  others,  whaExamin 
the  Witnefles,  the  Return  is  made,  That  be.  was  no  Counterfeit. 

(2  )  Becaufe  it  was  greatly  envy  d,  that  foch  a  Man  ihould  have 

done  that  Feat  •  fo  faith  a  Reverend  Man  of  th^;hurc^°Jf 
4  It  railed  no  fmall  Envy  from  the  Gamfayers ;  Biihop  Hall  s  Invifth 
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(/ )PBecaufe  his  Friends  and  Followers  inveighed  agamft  the 
Judgment  and  Judges  that  Cenfured  him,  and  we  know  who  fate  m 

th(5y  Becaufe  it’s  more  likely,  that  one  or  two  of  a  few  might  be 
frighted  into,  or  praftized  upon,  to  believe  a  Cheat,  than  that  lo 
many  unbyaffed  Gentlemen  Ihould  pervert  Judgment. 

(  5.)  Becaufe  one  great  and  good  Man  gives  a  very  X  • 

-racier  of  Darrell,  his  words  are  thefe,  upon  t^  ?;0U,Vd  o;h^  ^^ 
•rirnre  ¥am.  a.  7.  c  It  was  (as  my  felf  was  Witnefs)  that  in  our 
?A ee  Mr.  Darrell,  a  Godly  and  Zealous  Preacher,  Miertook5  and 
*  ( accordingly  thro’  the  Bleffing-of  God  upon  his  Faithlul  Devotion) 
‘  perform’d  thofe  Famous  Ejeaments  of  Evil  Spirits,  both  ay  Not¬ 
tingham  and  in  Lancashire,  which  eyercisdthe 
fmall  Envy  from  the  Gainfavers.  Ibid .  Biihop  Jof  Hall  But  the 

Boy  confefs’ d  that  he  had  afted  by  Confederacy- 

(  6  )  They  poffibly  think  the  Devil  might,  by  the  permimon  or 

-God,  re-enter.,  as  L*§u.  24,25.  &e.  or 

ed  to  his  Coniuring  again,  after  he  Believ  d  and  was  Baptized .  And 

fo  D update  denies  now.  what  he  formerly  affirmed  *  and  poffibly  the 

Devil  may  as  truly  poffefs  him  now  as  before  and  what  invisible? 
T  y.  *  1-  1  -V  v  -»  o r,A  tmtnnwn  RftAoris  might 


move  both  or  tnem,  is  oniy  to  oe  gu^u.  *  iC  t 

that  thefe  Reafons  can  acquit  Darrell  •,  but  when  all  comes  to  all,  I 
think  you  are  very  uncharitable  and  unjuft  in  Charging  the  who  e 
Partyof  DiffenterSo  r  '*■'  ’  ' 1 ■  : 
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Now,  Sir,  for  a  Diverfion,  I'll  tell  you  a  true  Story,  and  a  very 
‘fad  one  too,  to  anfwer  your  Story. 

There  was  upon  a  time  one  W.  C.  a  Church  of  E.  Prieft,  a  very 
Remarkable  Man,  for  he  had  one  part  of  his  Hair,  upon,  or  about 
the  Crown  of  his  Head,  of  a  different  Colour  from  the  reft  of  his 
Hair,  but  he  was  more  Remarkable  for  a  train  of  V illanous  Pra¬ 
ctices,!^  feveral  Years  in  the  W.  and  E.  parts  of  this  Kingdom  *  you 
might  have  heard  of  him  long  fince  from  the  Cobler  of  Glocefler, 
This  Gttfman,  after  he  had  play’d  his  Pranks  lome  Years,  in  places, 
more  diftant  from  his  own  Country,  which  was  Lancajhire ,  he  fet¬ 
tles  in  Leicefterjhire ,  where,  after  a  little  while,  he  fell  to  afting 
fuch  Villanies  himfelf,  and  advifing  others,  as  are  not  fit  to  be  named  * 
(  they  may  be  heard  of  about  Ajhby  de  La  Zouch  )  and  a  place  called 
Lockington ,  fome  Five  or  Six  Miles  beyond  Derby,  he  became  fo  No¬ 
torious,  that  at  a  Vifitation  (  whether  Metropolitical  or  Diocefan,  I 
know  not )  he  was  defervedly  Sufpended,  upon  which  he  came  and 
Iculked  for  a  time  in  this  County,  amongft  his  Relations  *  but  by  de¬ 
grees  he  took  Courage,  and  crept  out,  and  now  and  then  Preached : 
Now  upon  the  coming  out  of  the  Aft  of  Parliament  for  Liberty  to 
Diflenters,  a  Meeting  was  fet  up  in  the  Parifh  of  M.  near  a  publick 
Chappel,  and  the  Miniftef  of  the  Meeting  was  generally  approved  of 
by  Perfbns  of  all  Perfwafions  *  yea,  fome  of  the  higheft  Conformifts 
in  the  Neighbourhood  offered  to  join  with,  the  Diffenters,  if  they 
could  procure  the  Chappel  for  him  to  Preach  in,  which  was  endea¬ 
voured,  but  in  vain  *  lb  a  private  place  was  fixed  upon.  Now  this 
W.  C.  being  a  Man  of  great  Natural  Parts,  and  confiderable  Learn¬ 
ing,  but  greater  Impudence,  was  thought  a  fit  Man  to  confront  the 
Diflenters  Meeting ,  and  was  introduced  into  that  Chappel,  and 
greatly  applauded  by  his  Party  *  here  he  continued  fome  time  (tho’ 
I  never  heard  his  Sufpenfion  was  taken  off  )  but  he  could  not  live 
long,  but  he  muft  be  like  himfelf  *  he  got  his  Maid  with  Child, 
and  when  near  her  time,  carries  her  away  to  Kirkham ,  you  know 
the  place,  and,  I  believe,  can  tell  the  Circumftances  of  his  Hypo¬ 
critical  Carriage,  and  Falfe  Pretences,  too  long  to  relate  *  there  he 
leaves  his  Wench,  and  in  the  mean  time,  plays  Tricks  with  an  Old 
Poor  Woman  he  took  into  his  Houfe  irlftead  of  his  Whore :  I  never 
-heard  he  did  Penance  for  this  *  it  may  be  he  Commuted,  pro  dolor  l 
But  he  after  Marry’d  the  W oman,  and  now  they  wipe  their  Mouths, 
and  he  is  Keclns  in  Curia  :  But  not  long  after  comes  the  Creditors  and 
Bayliffs,  they  feize  him,  he  finds  Bail*  and  now  to  his  Wits  aga:n, 
and  forgeth  Writings  *  but  his  Genius  deceives  him,  he’s  difcover- 

D  ed. 
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ed.  But  he  hath  one  Brick  more,  not  fo  Mack  as  the  other  •,  he  en- 
ters  himfelfPrifbner  in  the  K  in Bench ,  and  now  he  is  asfafe  as 
a  Moufe  in  a  Mill,  (a  little  patience,  Mr.  T.  and  Ill  contrad  )  he 
thumps  the  Pulpit  againft  Diffenters,  and  grows  fo  Fampus,  that 
lie  is  Fought  for  to  accept  a  better  Place,  (  where  he  might  do  better 
Service,  to  drain  a  more  numerous  Conventicle,  tho’  he  had  not  the 
expected  Sneeds  here  )  a  Place  of  the  Bifhop  of  C  sown  Gift:  An 
Honeft,  Pious,  but  Weak  Man,  muft  avoid  ( tho'  Miferable  Poor) 
to  make  way  for  this  Rakelhame  $  thither  he  afcends,  and  there  lives 
awhile,  and  Dies.  Now,  Mr.  T.  I  have  heard  you  knew  of  fome 
ofthele  Villanies  -,  you  are  the  Bifhop  s  Curate  at  Wigan  ,  were  you 
Faithful  to  your  Lord,  to  tell  him  what  you  heard  ?  1  know  this  Re¬ 
verend  Perfon  to  be  fo  Pious  and  Good  a  Man,  that  he  would  neveir 
have  conniv’d  at  fiich.  a  Villain,  much  left  have  Collated  him  to  fuch 
a  Place,  if  he  had  known  fuch  things.  ,  And  yet  fince  that  Place  be¬ 
ing  vacant,  I  hear  another  Renegado  Scotchman ,  vomited  out  of  the 
Society  of  Diffenters  for  Fornication,  ( tho’  he  hath  fince^  Marry’ d 
the  Woman)  and  fome  other  vile  things,  having  beep  a  Vagabond, 
fince  his  Cenfire,  and  (where  not  known)  playing  the  Religious 
Hypocrite  amongft  Diffenters,  having  obtain’d  Impofition  of  Hands 
of  the  Bifhop  of  C  (  as  is  fa  i  d  )  is  fent  to  the  fame  place. 

Now,  Sir,  think  you  this  Man  had  Letters  Tefiimonial  according 
to  Can, .  3  5 >  Hath  he  done  Penance  for  his  Fornication  >.  Or  hath  he 
Commuted  ?  padet  h&cy  &c.  Or  hath  Impofition  of  Hands  expiated 
his  Crime  ?  Or  is  his  Conformity  a  fiifficient  Atonement  ?  Tell ,  it  not 
itfGath^  is  every  body  Faithful  as  they  ought  to  be  to  that  good 
Man.  that  I  believe  would,  rather  his  Hand  fhould  wither,  than 
knowingly  to  lay  iron  fuch  Impudent  Wretches?  There  is  another- 
Scotchman  in  /pickle,  if  not  already  admitted,  that  was  fain  to  run 
his.  Countrey  for  Forgery. 

Now  Sir,  I  dare  not  be  fo  unjuft,  as  to  impute  thefe  things  to  the 
Party,  of  Conformifts,  God  forbid^  let  the  guilt  fall  upon  the  Heads 
of  the  Betrayers  of  theTruft  God  and  Men  have  committed  to  therm 
But  let  the  Church  of  £.  and  her  Faithful  Paftors,  be  Innocent  and 
Blefled.  'ft  .ft  f  .ft;  ftCft.ft; 

Now,  good  Sir,  are  not  our  worthy  Bifhops  to  be  pity’d,  that 
they'  muft  fee  w  ith  others  Eyes,  and  hear  with  others  Ears  *  and  are 
too  often  impos’d  upon  by  the  Partiality,  or  at  beft,  Careleiheft  of 
fuch,  as  they  (  it  may  be,  too  eafily  )  give  Credit  to,  (  for  Charity 
thinks  no  evil )  to  the  Scandal;  of  the  Church  ?  And  were  it  not  to  be 
wifh’d,  that Dioceffes might  be. reduced  to  narrower  Bounds,  that 
ijie  Reverend  Bifnops  might  be  better  able  to  infpeft  their  Curates 

and 
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vuir"?'  For  it  s  fcarce poffible  but  thefe  Miftakes  will  be,  till, 
ad  Minutes  be  as  honeft  as  they  ought,  or  Dioceffes  fmaller.  And 
will  not  Difienters  fay,  ( if  it  were  for  nothing  elfe)  wre  dare  not 
Contorm,  for  wemuftSubfcribe  all  and  every  thing  contained  and 
preienbd,  &c .  and  that  we  will  not  endeavour  any  Alteration  of 
Government  in  Church,  &c. 

t  <  i  \  « ^  I  can  Charitably  lay  my  Fingers  on  many  faults  in 

both  Parties,  and  let  them  that  are  without,  caft  the  firft  Stone  *  but  I 

**  iard,  yea,  unjuft,  to  fall  foul  on  a  whole  Tribe  for  the  fault 
of  a  few,  unlels  they  juftifie  the  faults  of  thofe  few.  Yet  fome  Pha  * 
naticks  will  fay,  Ifs  the  fault  of  the  Church  of  E -s  Conftitution . 
but/0  will  not  I;  but  there  are  hot dpurs  on  both  fides,  that  are  the 
Make-baits ,  and  hinder  the  Union  of  Sober,  Serious,  Moderate 
Men’t  L.  %  not  Gangrene  Edwards ,  nor  Brick-maker  Lon? , 
nor  the  Direftor  of  the  Inferior  Clergy,  Trufty  Hodge ,  I  can  tell 
how  to  excule  many  things  that  fome  Difienters  Charge  upon  the 
C.  of  E.  and  would  not  impute  the  Crimes  of  a  few  upon  all  *  yet  I 
am  extreamly  puzzled,  and  know  not  what  to  think  or  "lay,  of  a  ge 
neral  practice  of  praying  in  the  late  Reign,  That  it  way  plea fe  thee  to 
keep  and  fir  engthen  in  the  true  worjhipping  of  thee  in  Right  eotifnefs,  and 
HoUnefsof  Life,  thy  Servant  ourmofi  Gracious  King  and  Governour . 

Now  was  not  his  "W  orfhip  Idolatrous  ?  And  did  they  pray  that  he 
might  be  kept  and  ftrengthened  in  his  Idolatrous  Worfhip  i  If  they 
meant  as  they  read,  and  thought  it  not  Idolatry,  will  a  Phanatick 
%,  Then  let  the  two  P  s  hereafter  be  Papifts  and  Proteftants  of  the 
C.  of£.  And,  ( fome  think  ftrange  how  this  Petition  came  to  be  id 
devoutly  ufed,  in  the  late  Reign,  by  the  Church  of  £. )  if  they 
meantasthey  laid,  then  return  to  your  Mother;  will  the  Papift  iay\ 
if  they  meant  not  as  they  laid,  what  horrid  Propharieneis,  and  auda¬ 
cious  Wickednels,  (will  the  Dilfenters  fay)  to  ask  upon  their 
Knees  that  of  Almighty  God,  which  they  would  not  have  him 
grant  -,  God  is  not  mocked.  If  the  Difienters  fliould  thro’  inadver- 


tency,  m  a  conceived  Prayer,  be  guilty  offuch  Blaiphemy,  what  a 
nolle  fhould  we  have  heard,  of  it  with  both  Ears)  as  of  that  Ex- 
preffion  you  inftance  in  your  Preface,  and  you  refer  to  the  Sureyf 
Hem,  p.  20.  the  words  are,  lam  Jure  if  the  Holy  Spirit  and  our  Hearts, 
do  once  tell  their  wind  to  the  Father  for  thy  going  hence ,  &c.  that  then 
tkWftnft'fidyP0  loyger  there •  youday,  what  doth  it  want  of  Blaf* 
phemy  j  Really  if  this  had  been  aft  Mr.  C’s  Faults,  a  Charitable 
Man  might  eafily  help  him  out  of  the  Sudds*,  with  aft  the  Spe&a- 
cks  l  have,  I  cannot  find  where  the  Blafphemy  lyes  *,  Dr.  Featlyf 
I  think,  was  no  DHIenter,  and  you  may  poflibly  find  your  offtake, 
-  ■  ‘  D  2*  "  '  hi 
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in  his  Expcfition  of  that  place  •.  to  him  I  refer  you,  in  his  Notes  in 
the  Annotations,  call’d,  The  AffeMes  •  it  may  be  he  alfo  was  a 
Trimmer.  But  this  was  extempore,  and  that  is  enough  to  Excom¬ 
municate  fuch  extempore  Expreihons.  But  truly,  my  rnend,  III 
again  make  you  my  Confeffor,  that  I  was  often  forced  from  my 
Knees  in  fome  Diftraccicn,  and  Grief,  when  I  heard  that  Petition 
for  K  J.  (  a  profeft  Papift  )  offered  up  with  Hands  lift  up  to  the 
Searcher  of  Hearts  by  the  Minifter,  and  the  People  blindfoldly  fol¬ 
lowing  their  Leader,  when  both  thould  have  minded  their  Prayers 
better  eipecially  the  Spiritual  Guides,  But  it’s  remembred  by  fome 
yet  alive,  how  many  Hundreds  of  Minifters  in  1662.  did  in  like 
manner  flock  to  Cbejt'er  in  this  Diocefs,  and  others  in  other  Places, 
to  make  their  Subfcriptions  to  they  knew  not  what,  hap  at  a  venture, 
t  o  lave  their  own  Bacon for  the  Book  they  were  to  Subfcribe,  came 
not  down  till  Auo.  24,  waspaft,  before  which  Day  they  muff  do 
it  or  elfe  die  in  Law  from  their  Places ;  one  of  the  P’s  implieite 
Faith  muft  iolve  their  Credit,  or  elfe  I  cannot.  But  it  was 
not  fit  to  lole  a  good  Living  for  a  Phanatick  Scruple.  Some  are  as 
mute  as  a  Mouie  in  a  Cheefe,  at  the  fame  Petition  now  under  King 
william  ■  tho’  I  have  heard  fome  C.  of  E.  Men  wonder,  why  they 
fhould  fome  of  them  Swear  to  K.  W.  that  are  filent  when  they  fhou’d 
Pray  for  him,  tho’  loud  enough  at  other  Petitions. 

Sir,  there  is  one  paflage  in  your  Book,  that  feems  a  Myftery  to 
you,  for  you  do  miftake  your  fell' about  it :  The  Jaundice,  they  fay, 
will  infett  the  Eyes,  and  make  every  thing  feem  yellow ;  now  what 
your  Diftemper  may  be,  I  know  not,  (Dr.  R.  it  may  be,  doth) 
but  every  thing  that  Diffenters  do  or  fay,  is  black  in  your  Eyes  r 
It’s  in  your  Book,  p.  71.  It  feems  the fediminitive  Slaves,  the  Diffen- 
iters,  are  become  Pluralifts  •,  really,  iffo,  I’ll  never  excufe  them  from 
Ambition,  and  Pride,  or  Covetoufnefs,  nor  from  being  Self-con¬ 
demned  ;  (  it’s  well  they  are  not  guilty  of  Simony,  as  fome  of  the 
Minifters  of  the  C.  of  E.  Charge  one  another:  When  a  Man  is 
hunger-bitten  for  a  good  Place,  his  Neighbours  Parfonage  would  be 
a  pleafant  Morfel  •,  but  they  fay,  a  Hare  is  dry  Meat)  the  Diffen- 
ters  have  craving  Stomachs  as  well  as  you,  but  not  lo  varacious  as 
fome,  that  can  fwallow  Steeple  after  Steeple,  and  never  choak  at  it, 
not  fo  much  as  Dicky,  when  he  vomited  great  Stones,  p.  41.  Here^s 
a  Miracle  for  you  Diffenters ,  greater  than  Dicky’/  Knife  in  his  Mouth., 
Pray,  Sir,  excufe  the  Diverhon,  for  I  am  tyred  with  Writing ;  and: 
yet  I’ll  unriddle  the  Diffenters  Pluralities.  / 


(1.)  One 
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(  k)  One  Man  s  having  feveral  Recorded  Places,  is  not  like 
your  many  Churches,  it  may  be  20  or  an  1 00  Miles  aidant  one  Rom 
another  •,  but  its  for  the  Convenience  of  the  dime  People,  and  Con¬ 
gregation,  that  fbme  of  them  may  have  lefs  way  to  go  one  Day,  anu. 

others  another  Day.  .  r 

(  2. )  Yet  there  s  another  greater  My  fiery  in  it-,  there  are  a  -  ioit 

of  Ecclefiaftical  Officers,  mentioned  Can.  138.  theft  are  hungry 
Beads  of  prey,  that  fometimes  devoured  Vv  idows  Houles,  but  it 
may  be,  made  no  fort  of  Prayers  ( and  therefore  be  lure  were  no 
Diffenters )  unlefs  Comminations  and  Execrations  •,  they  were 
quick-lighted  Creatures,  and  fharp-toothed,  and  very  Sagacious, 
they  could  fmell  a  Conventicle  at  any  realonable  didance,  and  could- 
as  dextroufly  Convi£t  them  before  Favourable  Judges.  Some  of 
thefe  Officers  fmelt  a  Conventicle  in  Cheshire ,  and  were  lo  quick- 
lighted,  that  they  Paid,  TheyfpyedaMan  there  that  had  been  dead 
above  two  Tearsy  'and a  Woman  that  brought  to  Bedthe  Day  before 
But  for  all  this,  they  were  accounted  as  boni& legates  tejhsp  and 
the  Conventicle  was  Sworn,  proved,  and  none  muff  elcape  their 
Talons,  but  it  may  bethofe  that  had  not  Flefh  on  their  Bones,  but 
others  muff  pay  for  them,  and  it  may  be  for  the  Dead  Man  for  no* 

efl  inventus ,  and  for  the  Poor  W  oman  in  Bed.  ‘  t 

You'll  ask  me,  what’s  all  this  to  plurality  of  Places?  Ill  tell  you* 
as  a  Friend,  thefe  Creatures  above-mentioned,  tho’  grown  old, 
and  have  loft  their  Teeth,  yet  they  have  as  good  a  Smell  as  ever, 
and  a  greater  Appetite  •,  for  they  have  been  long  hunger- bitten, 
and,  believe  it,  they  have  hard  Gums-,  and  the  only  way  to  fecure; 
the  poor  innocent  Sheep  and  Lambs  from  their  Guts,  is  the  Guard  01 
a  Recorded  Houfe :  Once  of  late  they  were  lo  Sagacious,  that 
Man  preliiming  to  call  his  Neighbours  to  his  Houfe  to  hear  a  Ser¬ 
mon  (intending  to  have  it  Recorded  at  the  Seffions,  which  was 
not  long  to )  thefe  old  Bears  or  Foxes  (but  I  think  they  are  am¬ 
phibious  Creatures,  fpmethingol  both,  may  be  iome  of  them  Lions 
Providers)  fell  upon  the  People,  as  it  they  had  bred  new  Teeth. 
And  any  one  that  hath  a  mind  to  know  what  became^  01  thele  Peo¬ 
ple,  may  know  in  or  near  the  Parifh  of  Flixon,  I  think  in  Lanca- 
(Ijire,  near  Chelhire  •,  the  hungry.  Creatures  Ipp-red  them  not,  t  iey 
feared  it  might  be  their  laft  hit.  Now  the  Diffenters  have.  amincL 
fometimes  to  Faff  and  Pray  together,  and  (youli  believe  this) 
fometimes  to  Praife  God,  and  Feaff  and  Rejoice,  together,  as  there 
is  occalion  of  Sorrow  or  Joy,  James  5*  I3*  and  alio  fometimes  to 
confer  together  about  Soul-concerns  •,  and  they  have  no  mind  to  pay 

20/.  for  the  Place,  and  5  *,  a-piece,  they  know  not  to  what  ule, 

•  ^  '  '  (its 
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(it's  better  fay’d  than  ill  fpent)  and,  it  may  be,  10L  more  For 
Preaching,  tho  they  only  Pray,  and  Preach  not.  I  have  fometimes 
heard  Reading  called  Preaching,  and  I  ll  not  fay  it  is  not,  but  I  ne¬ 
ver  heard  Praying  call’d  Preaching,  tiU  of  late  Days,  and  fo  it 'raft 

;  Appeal  if  you  will,  we  (ball  fit  double  to 
jeafl  our [elves  and  the  Jury,  as  lome  body  faid  in  the  Days  of  Tore- 
now  Dll  tenters  have  no  mind  to  fhew  them  iiich  Snort  again-  and’ 
now  the  My  fiery  of  Pluralities  amongft  Diffenters  is"  unriddled.’ 

Sir5  1  have  before  told  you5  I  am  no  ways  concerned  in  the  Shy  tv 
Bem  and  it  was  always  fiufpe&ed  by  me  as  a  Cheat  and  I  was  io 
much  dilpleafed  at  the  Book,  that  I  thought  the  Money  would  be 

ill  fpent  if  I  bought  it,  and  therefore  fpared  it  for  better  ufes  •  I  ne¬ 
ver  read  it  but  once,  and  curforily,  and  thought  that  time  ill'  fpent  - 
and  for  yoiir  Boo.t,  I  fpared  alfo  that  Money -,  but  hearing  a  great 
noifc  of  it  1  borrow  d  it,  and  looking  over  your  Epiftle,  here  and 
there  a  paffage  I  found  prefently,  (  contrary  to  the  Opinion  I  alwaw 

nad  Oi  vou  )  thatvour  dehpn  wnc  m  J  ^ 


t;  uul LC15>  tiiiu  icnaer  rnem  odious.  I  was  aitoniyi’d  t 
Charge  them  with  Superftition  and  Schffiri,-  and  what  not  ?  Thought 

f,  its  pity  a  whole  lnbe  fhould  be  thus  ufed,  for  the  fake  of  two 
or  three  lndilcreet  rerlbns.  and  thcrpfAn-  T  a\a  ^  - 


llAtc  5Gllciailiy  or  mar  tort  or  redple ■;  and  I  think 
i  know  them  better  than  you,  or  elfe  you  Would  have  fpared  your 
amroft  infinite  number  of  Sarcaf  ms,  and  uniuft  Refieftions  -  And  ! 
do  verily  believe,  fuch  bitter  Invettives  agiinft  that  Sober  Party  is 
the  Devil  s  Game yea,  and  fitch  Gamefters  are  the  Panifts  Tods 
to.,  caft  Bones  of  Contention  amongft  them  that  profels  the  fame 
Faith,  in  oppofition  to  their  Idolatry,  ■  -A 

AndlamgriCTedattheHotTpi^  and  fiery  Zealots,  and  Bigots 
£  Confoamfts-  and  Nonconfbrmifts,  who  do  tin- 

fpeaK able  Prejudice  (  by  their  unchrfftian  and  uncharitable  Preach' 
xng  and  Writing)  to. the  Common  Gaufe  of  Chriftlanity,  •  in  break¬ 
ing  the  Bond  of  Love,  and  Peace,  and  Concord.  Alas !!  What’s  be-; 
come  of  the  Spirit  of  Meeknefs  and  Moderation?  But  to  fetum  to 
your  book,  I .found  feme  paffages  relating  to  the  Informations,  and 

r  ;s  §FieY  d  tnat  C '  ?nd  7 •  (  as  I  thought  upon  firft  read- 

ing  )  had  expos  d  themfelves,  therefore  I  was  -tefol-ved  to  read  again 
vyhat  you  hadx>ffered;  againft  them-  and  to  deal  truly  with  you  T 
farad  J°  many,  weak ;  impertinent  Evafions,  fo  Many  malicious, 
.pit.ua,  Iranuatous  RefleXions,  48  many  fcurrilous,  foul  Names 
given  to  Dilfenters,  fuch  flander  Proofs  of  what  you  Charge  them 
with,  fc  many  more  inftances  of  fefincerityrthat  you  Charge  them 

with 
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with,  (and  they  are  pretty  many,  and  often  repeated  four  or  five 
times  in  a  Page,  p.  75.  )  fuch  flighty  and  feeble  Anftvers,  and  yet 
confident  Triumphs  without  caufe,  that  I  muft  needs  fay,  that  if  I 
had  not  read  again,  I  had  been  impos’d  upon,  and  my  former  Preju¬ 
dice  againfi:  the  thing- and  them,  would  have  been  increafed.  But 
tho’ I  will  not  fay  I  am  Frofelyted  to  their  Party,  yet  verily  I  do 
more  hefitate  than  I  did  ^  for  Railing,  and  putting  the  w.orft  Con- 
ftruQions  that  can  be  contrived  upon  Expreffions,  and  fometimes 
fuch  as  you  cannot  poffibly  but  believe  are  befides  their  Intentions, 
and  ill  Chara&ers  on  Perfpns,  are  no  infbluble  Arguments,  but  give 
fufpicion  of  a  bad  Caufe,  that  cannot  be  fupported  but  by  fuch  ill 
Arts  •  and  universal  Conclufions  from  particular  Premifes,  are  no 
Demonftrations^  Briars- and  Thoms  are  but  a  weak  Fence,  they  may- 
prick  the  Hands  a  little,  but  with  a  good  pair  of  Mittens  you  may 
put  them  by  without  any  hurt.  An  angry  Man  in  paffion  may  fpeak 
and  write  that  which  may  be  no  honour  to  his  Caufe-  give  me 
Kaye  to  inftance  in  one;  or  two  oft  your  Arguments,  which  in  my 
Appfohenfion  are  Crazy. 

Ciftifigminp  Eye  on  p.  58. .  I  find  you  are  about  a  trial  of  Ml  to 
find  out  a  Combination,  but  when  you  come  to  prove  it,  you  difeo- 
veryour  Ignorance  to  the  Papifts,  and  your  defperate  Malice  to? 
wards  Dinenters •,  will  not  Dr.  Hesheth  and  Penket ,  two  Popifh 
Priefts,  laugh  in  their  Sleeves  to  hear  you  fo  weakly  argue,  That  it 
muft-  needs  he  a  P op ijh  Plot ?  for  here’s  a  Popifj  diflintlion  :  Oyes ,  come 
hither ,  here’s  the 'Brat’s  own  Father,  the  Features  difeover  him ,  he  is 
Begotten  of  the  Whore  of  Babylon,  and  the  Man  of  Sin  was  his  Father  > 
When  as  you.  need  not  go  fo  far  as  Rome^  you  may  find  the  Mother^ 
or  Mother’s  Nurfe,  nearer  home,,  in  the  72  Can.  and  who  is  the 
father  1 11  leave  to  you,  Mr.  T.  for  you  have  as  good  a  Talent  of 
difeovering  Secrets,  as  the  Demoniack  himfolf  had-  you  have  a 
good  fmell  I  perceive,  but  if  s  better  far  off  than  nearer  home:  Your 
own  Mother,  I  trow,  will  con  you  no  thanks  for  laying  her  Child 
at  another’s  Door,  as  if  fhe  had  play’d  the  Harlot. 

(2.)  Here  comes  .your  defperate  Malice  towards  DifTenters,  yet 
under  pretence  of  acquitting  them  of  the  Combination  -,  really  it 
was  kindly  done  to  acquit  them  of  the  Knavery  •  but  it’s  not,  I  per¬ 
ceive,  your  Kindnefs,  but  their  own  Ignorance  •  The fe  little  dimini- 
five  Slaves  could  not  anftoer  the  feraps  of  Dicky’.?  Latins:  Now,  my 
good  Friend,  1  with  for  your  own  Credit's  fake,  you  had  left  this 
oat  of  your  Book  for  as  for  Mr.  C:  tho’  he  be  fbmething  younger 
than  you,  yet  as  fbme  impartial  Folks  think,  he  would  venture  to- 
Cap  with  you  in  Philology ,  Lat%  and  Gr.  &c>  tho’  you  had  fo 

great 
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great  an  Advantage  vmder  your  Learned  Father,  an  Able  School- 
matter,  and  a  Nonconforming  Divine,  unlels  you  learned  as  little, 
from  him  in  Humanity  as  Divinity  ^  and  its  thought  he  would 
Chop  Lorick  with  you  alfo.  And  for  the  other  two,  whom  you  in 
Scorn,  call  the  one  Pedagogue,  and  the  other  Academe 1  cannot 
think  your  folf  believe  them  fo  unlearned  j  if  y ou  do,. it  s  a  difparage- 
mentto  your  Judgment  •,  if  you  do  not,  its  a  certain  Argument  ol 
your  Partiality  and  Infmcerity:  And  becaufe  your  Argument  to 
prove  them  fo,  is  fo  thin,  that  nothing  but  Malice  would  ever  have 
produced  it,  and  nothing  but  Ignorance  and  Malice  will  believe  it-. 
Could  you  thus  write,  and  thus  read,  without  a  focret  Rebuke  out 
of  your  own  Breaft?  Mutt  fuch  Grave,  and.  111  venture  to  lay, 
Learned  Men  as  thele  two,  come  under  your  Ferula  ?  Is  it  for  your 
Reputation  to  be  thus  Wife  in  your  own  Conceit  ?  You  might  have 
call'd  the  one  an  Arch-padagogae,  and  the  other  is  above  your  Com 
tempt,  and  one  would  think,  your  Envy  alfo.  But  let  us  try  whe¬ 
ther  you  have  better  fuccels  in  your  Argument,  to  prove.  That  if 
Dicky  was  a  Demoniack^  their  Prayers  did  not  benefit  him  ;  for, 

(  I.)  Me  hadhis  Pits  after  their  praying  for  him,  therefore  their  Pray¬ 
ers  did  him  no  good,  p.  57.  Are  you  in  earnett,  Mr.  Taylor Is  your 
Argument  Conclusive  ?  Do  you  think  their  Fatting  and  Prayers  did 
him  no  Benefit  ?  I  appeal  to  yoiir  feif,  whether  this  be  a  good  Argu¬ 
ment,  that  he  had  no  Benefit  by  them  ?  Do  not  you  fometimes  foe 
caiifotopray  for  fair  Weather  ?  It  may  he  it  comes  not  of  a  consi¬ 
derable  time  after,  are  thefo  Prayers  in  vain?  I  hope  you  will  not 
fay  1b  •,  but  fome  time  after  fair  Weather  comes  *  may  not  thole 
Prayers  you  put  up  (  a  Month  luppofo  before  )  be  then  anlwered  ? 
You  are  Curate  at  Wigan,  and  I  fuppofo  you  vilit  the.  Sick,  and 
pray  for  their  Relief  *,  it  may  be  their  Sicknels  is  more  violent  for  a 
time,  had  they  no  Benefit  by  your  Prayers,  becaufe  they  were  worfe 
after,  and  did  not  find  eafo  juft  in  the  nick  of  time,  when  praying? 
Really  if  you  blufh  not  at  fuch  an  Argument,  lam  forry  youlhould 
argue  fo  weakly. 

I  hope  you  are  a  better  Divine,  than  to  think  that  all  Prayers  are 
loft,  that  do  not  immediately,  In  that  inftant,  bring  down  the  Bleffing 
pray’d  for-,  but  if  you  can  flur  your  Ignorant  Readers,  and  your 
Learned  Dr.  R.  into  a  belief,  that  thefo  Diflenters  Prayers  were  in 
vain,  you  have  your  end.  Let  your  Argument  he  as  weak  as  your 
Dr.  £’s  Argument-,  foil fuch  another,  it  was  Preternatural,  therefore 
pot  Diabolical ;  good  W  its  jump. 

But 
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But  fome  Country  Fellow  that  reads  Books,  may  poffibly  meet 
with  one  calld,  The  'Ret urn  of  Prayer j,  and  there  hell  find,  that. 
Prayers  may  be  anlwered  a  long  time  after  they  are  prayed,  and,  I 
hope  you'll  not  deny  it  *,  but  then  your  Argument  is  loft. 

But  how  do  you  know  that  they  had  left  Falling  and  Praying  for 
him  ?  Why,  they  had  not  been  at  Surey  after  the  20th  of  Feb.  and  he 
had  his  Fits  till  March  2  5.  but  they  tell  you  they  kept  a  Fafi  for  him 
March  24.  Horv  do  you  an  fiver  this  I  Very  fatisfattorily.  The  Nar¬ 
rator  hath  the  Impudence  to  pretend  it ,  and  Dicky  knew  nothing  of  it ; 
I  doubt  this  is  one  of  their  fanttify'd  Lies.  Is  this  the  Language  of  a 
Son  of  the  C.  of  E .  and  a  Prieft  too  ?  I  am  troubled  you  Ihould  be 
lb  undutiful  to  your  Mother,  I  will  anfwer  for  her,  fhe  never  taught 
you  thus,  but  to  keep  your  Tongue  from  Evil-fpeaking,  Lying  and 
Slandering-,  but  I  doubt  the  Lie  will  be  found  with  you*,  and  I 
doubt  this  is  one  of  your  unfanflify  d  Slanders  -,  verily  you  deferve 
to  be  rebuked  for  thus  dilbbeying  your  Mother :  But  Dicky  knew  no¬ 
thing  of  it  ^  but  might  they  not  pray  for  him,  and  he  know  nothing 
of  it?  I  hope  they  pray  for  you,  I  .am  Pure  I  know  one  that  doth, 
tho’  you  know  nothing  of  it,  and  will  do,  whether  you  care  for  it  or 
no.  Ay,  but  thefo  Prayers  are  not  worth  a  Button,  for  it's  natural 
for  Diffemers  to  abufe  Sacred  Forms  of  W orfhipy  if  they  chance  but  to 
touch  them :  Here’s  indeed  a  Form  of  Worfhip ,  but  how  was  it 
abus’d  ?  Mr.  C.  depon'd  to  turn  into  Metre  that  ancient  Doxology,  and 
hath  done  it  awkwardly :y  is  this  to  abufe  it,  becaufo  he  turns  it  irito 
Metre?  Why  then  doth  the  Church  of  Engl,  turn  it  into  Metre? 
But  he  hath  done  it  awkwardly  •  but  whatever  blame  Mr.  C.  may  bear 
for  that,  how  doth  this  prove  it  natural  for  Diflenters  to  abufo  Sa¬ 
cred  Forms  ?  I  want  your  Spe&acles,  or  Dr,  R  s  Urinal,  to  find  out 
this  their  Natural  Diftemper.  3 

Again,  p.  32.  They  were  Erroneoufly  Religious  Offices  that  they  per¬ 
form'd  for  him,  which  he  found  no  benefit  at  all  by  ^  what  were  thefo 
Offices?  Were  they  not  Falling  and  Prayer?  If  you  exclude  Falling 
from  being  Erroneoufly  Religious  Worfhip,  I  believe  Diflenters 
will  not  much  quarrel  with  you  *,  but  that  Prayers  Ihould  be  ac¬ 
counted  among  the  Erroneoufly  Religious  Offices,  will  not  found 
well  in  Chriltian  Ears :  What  was  it  that  made  it  Erroneoufly  fo  ? 
Was  it  becaufe  it  was  their  Prayers  ?  Or  was  it  becaufo  it  was  not  a 
Form  of  Prayer  ?  Or  not  Prayers  of  the  Church,  as  fome  call  them  > 
But  then  where  fhould  they  find  fuch  an  Office,  for  fuch  as  are  Pof- 
felsd  or  Obfefsd  ?  It  may  be  where  the  Office  of  Confecrating 
Churches  and  Chappels  is.  I  cannot  Divine  what  fhould  make 
their  Prayers  Erroneoufly  Religious,  unlefs  it  was  becaufo  in  a  Barn , 

r-..  "  -  '  e  t 
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I  muft  at  laft  leave  it  to  you  to  unfold  the  Riddle.  But  ‘  there's  one 
Ihiinuatibn,  I  think,  had  been  better  ,  left  out,  for  your  own  fake,' 
p.  62,  viz,.  The  Neighbourhood  affirm,  that  there  never  was  fuchWho^ 
ring  heard  of,  as  tv  hi  Id  the  Mmifters  kept  up  their  Meetings ,  they 
fear  ce  being  able  to  go  into  the  Fields ,  but  they  found  Men  and  W omen 
trM.  ng  almoft  under  every  Hedge  *?  had  this  been  true,  youwoud  have 
provd  it  by  inftances  •  but  by  this  may  be  gaefs  d  what  fort  of  Peo¬ 
ple  you  traded  with  For  Informations,  and  what  Credit  is  to  be  given 
to  fuch  falfe  Tongues. 

What  never  fuch  Whoring  heard  of  ?  Yes,  Mr.  T.  fbme  fuch 
People  as  you  have  your  Information  from,  in  the  Primitive  Times 
Acc  is’d  the  Chriflians,  when  they  Conventicled  in  the  Night,  That 
they  put  out  their  Candles ,  and  fell  to  your  trading  pro  mi feueufly  :  The. 
Lord  f  rgive  Enemies,  Perfecutors,  Slanderers,  and  turn  their 
Hearts,  to  this  I  hope  you'll  fay  Amen ,  is  not  Erroneoufly  Religious 
Worlliip:  Butfuppofe  there  had  been  Mifcarriage,  as  I  hope  there 
was  not,  muft  their  Meetings,  Fallings,  Praying  and  Preaching,,  be 
the  caufe  of  it  ?  Yes,  when  Tenter  den  Steeple  is  the  caufe  of  Good- 
min  Sands- 

Arid  is  not  this  made  out  fo  to  be  in  Mr.  Ray  s  Book  of  Proverbs , 
or  fomewhere  elfe,  by  alledging,  That  the  Money  that  fhould  have 
gone  to  the  Maintenance  of  the  Banks  of  Earl  Goodwin’ s  Lundy  was 
converted  to  the  Edifying ,  or  Repairing  of  T entetden  Steeple  ? 

But  y  et  once  more,  let’s  tty  whether  any  thing  can  be  niade  of  his 
Fits  being  as  violent  as  ever,  after  they  had  pray’d,  even  his  laft 
Fit;  and  what  of  all  this  ?  Muft  it  needs  be  no  Devil,  forced  out  by 
God,  upon  Falling  and  'Prayer  ?  Do  you  think  the  Devil  grows 
weaker  and  Weaker  by  degrees  l  Doth  he  go  out  by  quarters  and 
halves,  as  the  Merry  Papift  s  Story  of  the  Fxorcift,  which  you  have 
before  ?  What !  Now  a  Leg,  then  an  Arm,  then  a  Thigh,'  and  at 
laft  call  comes  the  Head,  and  all  the  whole  Devil?  rifum  tenealis  f 
But  if  the  Credulous  fhould  yet  venture  to  believe  that  here  was  a 
Demoniack,  they  would  retort  the  Argument^  'and  lay,  It  eouldpot 
be  a  preternatural  Diftemper,  that  was  Gnred  at  fifft  dafh :  Pray 
ask  your  Ingenious  Dr.  R.  Whether  a  preternatural  Diftemper,  that 
had  continued  fo  long,  Could  be  Cured  at  fifft  Dole  ?  Should  not  his. 
Diftemper  and  Fits  have  left  him  by  degrees,  as  in  Fits  of  an  Aguey 
and  all  other  Dfftempers,  whether  ChronicaTor  Acute  ?  But  I  am- 
befidemy  Province ,  bur,  I  hope,  for  once  your  Dt.  R.  will  excufe 
me  for  medling  in  his  Faculty,  arid  not  inform  agairift  me  ft>r  having 
no  Diploma ,  hecaufe  he  once  muft  be  medling  in  Divinity.  But 
Fr*  Chew  carries  the  Bell,  for  he  gave  Dicky  a  Dole  March  the  25th, 
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and.  from  that  Day  forward,  he  was  as  found  as  a  Trout.  Bat  now 
I  think  on  t,  it  may  be  Dr.  Che w  had  got  that  Ponder,  the  fmell  cf 
which  drives  away  Devils,  e'en  as  lure  as  Holy-water  ;  and  it  may 
be  he  had  it  from  you,  Mr.  T.  if  he  was  but  at  Prayers  in  the 
Church  the  four  laft  Days  of  September.,  and  four  firft  Days  of  Octo¬ 
ber.  .  And  I  hope  you’ll  ftafidto  what  you  teach  to  be  believ'd  and 
praftifed,  for  I  am  confident  you  have  declared  your  AfTent  and 
Content,  to  what  s  contain'd  in,  and  preterib’d  by,  &c.  but  then  the 
Mifohief  is,  the  Diflenters  will  fay,  Dicky ’j  Devil  might  be  Afmo- 
deus,  and  the  Angel  Rap  hael,  the  Son  of^wi^the  Great,  (now 
I  thought  Angels  were  not  Begotten  of  Men  )  might  bring  Dr.  Chew. 
-fome  of  the  Heart  and  Liver  of  Tobias's  Fifh,  or  fend  it  by  Toby's, 
Dog,  that  might  do  the  knack  in  a  trice  ;  and  if  you  fay  that  Book 
Is  Apocryphal,  yet  I  hope  you  11  not  deny,  but  it  is  either  the  pure 
Word  of  God,  or  that  which  is  agreeable  to  the  fame,  or  elte  you 
do  again  reproach  your  Mother,  that  hath  affirmed  it,  and  made 
you  to  Subfcribe  to  it  as  fuch ;  but  I’ll  not  Swear  for  all  this,  that- 
thereivas  a  Surey  Demon,  but  I  fay,  you.are  grievoufly  iput  todt  to 
prove!  Surey  Impoftor.  You  will  excite  the  D  iff  enters  from  being 
Original  Authors,  p.  5  9^  for  they  have  not  Wit  and  hearing’,  and 
you  acquit  the  Devil,  becaufe  he  hath  Learning  more  than  they,  and 
was  too  hard  for  them,  and  fett  them .  They,  poor  Sneaks,  .would 
not  add  to  what  Dicky  laid  in  Latine  and  Greeks,  and  for  this  they 
are  Charged  with  Ignorance-,  arid  if  they  had  done  it,  they  hdd 
defer v'd  the  Name  of  Llnfanftify’d  Liars,  and  be  fare  they  muffc 
have  heard  out-,  but  the  Devil  is  excus’d,  fora  Reafon  you  have, 
p*  5£. 

But  I  am -quite,  tired  out  with  read  ingy  our  Impertinencies;  1 
give  r  you  all  die  Advantage  imaginable,  and  take  things  as  you 
reprefent  them;  for  I  .have  not  the  Surey  Demon,  nor  have  read 
in  it,  fince  yours  came  forth ;  for  indeed  my  defign  was  not  to 
meddle  about  Matters  of  Faft,  but  only  to  fhew  how  unchri- 
ftian  and  uncharitable  a  thing  it  is,  to  impeach  the  whole  Bo¬ 
dy  of  the  Diflenters,  for  a  miffoke  ( if  it  prove  a  mi  flake  )  of 
a  few  Perfbns,  who,  as  you  coiifefs,  were  ignorantly  and  inno¬ 
cently  drawn  in,  to  the  belief  of  a  thing,  that’s  no  Treafon* 
nor  Herefie,  nor  can  be  of  any  Fatal  Confequence  to  Religion  or 
Godlinefs.  t  ; 

The  one  Party  cries,  Herrs  a  Devil ,  it  looks  very  like  the  Demo * 
niackj  in  the  Gojpel ;  you  cry,  Here's  no  De  vil  like  to  thefe,  and  yet 
you  give  not  the  Cha rafters,  how  to  know  the  one  from  the  other ; 
One  Party  that  believes  here’s  an  Evil  Spirit,  falls  to  Fading  and 

E  2  Prayer, 
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Fraver.  and  if  they  miflook,  it  was  oiiCMrity  s  lide  v-  the  other  Par¬ 
ty  falls  to  Reproaching  and  Reviling.  Now  let  them  that  fear  God 
judge  at  prefent,  and  e  re  long  the  J udge  of  all  the  World  will  deter¬ 
mine  the  Cafe  *,  He  Hands  at  the  Door* 

I  y 

SIR , 

Tour  True  Friend , 


N.  N. 
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IX  \  " 

Mr.  T. 

MY  Letter  hath  fwelled  beyond-my  firft  Intention,  yet  I  forced 
my  felfto keep  within  Bounds;  finding  fo  many  things  cul¬ 
pable  in  your  Book  more  than  I  fufpeaed,  I  have  omitted  many 
things  that  are  Perfonal  and  Particular,  (  wherein  I  think  you  have 
miftaken)  that  I  might  as  much  aspoffible,  keep  my  felfifrotn  En- 
gaging  in  the  Matter,  wherein  I  had,  all  along  the  Tranfachon5  ex- 
prefled  my  Difiatisfaftion,  as  I  had  occafion. 

Now,  Mr.  T.  if  in  fome  Paffages  I  may  appear  fomething  tart 
upon  you,  yet  I  think  I  have  avoided  ill  Names  v  but  if  any  unbe¬ 
coming  words  have  over-flipt  me,  which  now  I  remember  not,  (  for 
xny  Lexter  was  lent  away  in.  hafte  )  I  do  beg  your  pardon.  I  have 
{ it  may  be  in  fome  Expreffions )  been  ( too )  Ludicrous  $  I  chofe- 
rather  to  be  lo  ( innocently  )  than  to  be  Scurrilous.^ 

I  have  not  willingly  given  occafion  of  offence  *,  if  any  lo  mil-inter- 
pret  any  paflage,  it  was  not  intended  *  And  whatever!  have  faid  to 
and  of  you,  I  II  allure  you,  hath  not  been  out  of  any  difreipeil  to 
your  Perion,  but  from  a  juft  Refentment  of  the  Injury  yoahave  done- 
/ I  hope  only  in  a  hidden  *1  ranfport  j  to  the  Pa  tty  of  Diilenters,  and 

to  fome  very  Good  and  Worthy  Men  amongft  them,  by  unbecoming 
1  lie- 


Reflections,  Charging  them  with  Knavery ,  Impieties,  Hypocrtpcal 
Frauds  Bafe  Infmcerities ,  Ignorance ,  Impudence ,  0/ Judg¬ 

ment,  that  makes  them  uncap  able  of  Preaching  the 'Truths  ^LC.  Is  this 
( think  vou  )  ht  Language  tor  a  Minifter  of  Chrift  to  his  Brethren  ? 
Alas  1  Whats  become  of  that  Humility,  Meeknels,  Moderation, 
Charity,  and  Tendernels  ot  our> Neighbour  s  good  Name,  which  are 
the  Badge  of  a  Dilcipie  of'  the  Meek  and  Lowly  Jefus  ? 

Whats  the  meaning  of  all  this  Rage  ?  What  is  it  you  would  have  ? 
Do  thcfe  Men  hand  in  the  way  of  your  Preferments  ?  Alas,  ihey 
are  not  capable  of  your  Dignities  and  Honours,  nor  great  Parfonages ; 
if  they. might  but  have  your  Chappels  to  Preach  the  lame  Doctrine  in 
as  you  at  your  Churches,  they  ,  poor  Souls,  would  be  very  thank¬ 
ful  •  and  would  be  glad  to  All  thole  Places  which  hand  empty,  be- 
caule  there  is  nothing  to  be  had  for  Preaching  at  them ;  they  would 
rejoice  to4o  your  Work  in  Inch  Place,  and  not  Envy  you  the  I  y dies. 
What  is  tlieMatt^dhen.  that  you  are  io  angry  ?  I  hope  it  is  not  that 
you  want  the  Pleafure  of  Scourging  them  with  Whips,  and  Chafti- 
zing  them  with  Scorpions or  of  feeing  their  Houfes  broke  open,  and. 
Informers  and  Apparitors  Houfes  filled  with  the  Spoil,  do  they  not. 
Preach  the  fame  Doadne  you  do,  or  Ihould  do  ?  For  they  Subfcribe. 
the  fame  Articles  of  Doadne-  do  they  live  Wicked,  Debauched 
Lives?  If  they  be  guilty  either  of  Herelie,  or  Immorality,  1  wiih 
the  Bilhops  had  Power  to  Sufpend  them,  or  that  they  may  undergo 

the  iuft  Penalties  of  fuch  Crimes. 

But  after  all,  I  refer  my  felf  to  all  unprejudic  d  Perfons,  yea,  to* 
vour  felf,  in  a  Calm,  whether  there  be  any  Caufe  of  fo  great  Indig¬ 
nation  againlt  this  Party  ofDiilenters  >  Nay,  wilt  it  not  be  vvondred 
at,  that  you,  Mr.  T.  after  all  this  Heat,  are  fo  good-natured;  as  to 
acquit  the  very  Perfons  yon  name  in  your  Surey  Jmpofior,  horn  the 
Impofture,  ( tho’  a  little  awkwardly)  which  you  through  your 

Book  feem  to  accule  them  of  ?  ,  „  .  ,  , 

In  vourp.  S8,  sp,  do.  you  fay,  The  Dtgenters  were  here  Defraudei, 

efthe  Glory  of  Contriving  the  Plot  of  the  Comcedy,  and  were  only  poor, 

diminifive ,  underling  Slaves  to  a  more  Mtty  FaEtion-  I  mufi  excufe 

them  (  what's  then  the  meaning  of  your  Book )  from  being  the  Ongt- 

wal  Authors  of  the  Combination^  8tc. 

Now  after  all  this  noife,  all  the  guilt  that  can  be. Charged  upon 
them,  (  except  fbme  indecencies  in  Words  and  particular  1  haniie,  ot 
one  or  two  of  them,  or  fbme  ill-ordered  Circtimftaiices  )  amounts 
but  to  overmuch  Credulity,  ( Ihnoceney  is  not  fijfoicuws )  excels  of 
Charity,  cr  mi  (taken  Zeal  for  the  Honour  of  God.  If  all  you  lay 
be-true,  the  Diffenters,  it  may  be,  will  blame  me  for  Patriality, 


for  not  examining  their  Book  more  carefully ;  and  indeed  I  have  not 
read  it  (as  I  told  you)  lince  1  law  yours,  nor  feen  it ;  nor  will  I  un¬ 
dertake  tojuftifie  all  they  have  fa  id  and  done  in  this  matter,  if  they 
pleafe,  let  them  lpeak  for  themfelves :  But  ( tho'  I  would  not  wil¬ 
lingly  wrong  either  them  or  you  )  I  feek  not  to  pleafe  either  of  you, 
nor  do  I  take  upon  me  to  be  a  Judge,  or  Judicial  Arbitrator,  but 
what  I  have  done,  hath- been  to  fet  things  in  the  clear  light,  and  if 
poffible,  to  remove  Prejudices  from  the  Minds  of  Men,  (otherwife 
Pious  )  againft  Diffenters,  by  miftaking  their  Principles  and  Pra- 
9: ices  5  and  to  flop  the  Mouths  of  thofe  that  love  neither  Gonfor- 
mifts  nor  Nonconfbrmifts,  that  are  truly  Pious,  Holy,  and  Serious, 
but  take  all  Opportunities  and  Advantages,  to  Reflect  upon  and  Ridi¬ 
cule  whatever  is  Sacred,  and  Hands  in  the  way  of  their  Atheiftical 
Principles,  and  Vicious  and  Debauch’d  Manners:  What  need  then 
of  more  Charity  amongft  them  that  truly  fear  God,  even  where  there 
cannot  be,  ( through  different  Apprehenlions  )  in  all  things,  Unity 
or  Uniformity :  I  much  approve  this  Saying,  In  necejfariis  unit as ,  in 
non  ntceffariis  libcrteu ,  in  utripjycharitas.  Let  there  be  Unity  in 
things  neceffary,  Liberty  in  things  not  neceffary,  and  in  both  Cha¬ 
rity.  What  Church,  or  Society  of  Men,  (  ey.cepting  that  which  is 
the moft imperfeU )  doth  pretend  to  Infallibility  and  Perfection? 
Can  it  be  deny’d,  that  there  are  Faults  amongft  all  Parties?  There¬ 
fore  I  fhquld  be  loth  to  Subfcribe,  That  t  would  not  Endeavour  any 
Alteration  of  Government  in  the  Church  (A' England,  or  the  Church 
(A  Scotland,  or  the  Church  in  New- England-,  and  I  fhOuld  be  as 
loth  to  Cenfure  any  of  them  as  Damnable  Schilmaticks  •,  but'  I  have 
leaf!  Charity  for  thole  (  of  all  Parties )  that  are  moft  Schiimatteallv 
.Uncharitable:  Let’s  then  learn  to  be  more  Merciful  and'  Qiaritabk 
one  to  another,  as  God  is  to  us  all.  '  - 
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THere  being  two  vacant  Pages  left,  I  thought  good  to  fill  ir  up 
with  the  Matter  of  FaCt  about  the  Sitrey  Demmiac^  (the 
large  Account  thereof  being  out  of  Print,  and  net  to  be  had  at  any 
rate  )  viz* 

Richard  Dugdale  is  a  young  Man,  now  about  26  or  27  Years  of 
Age*,  he  is  a  Gardiner  at  Surey,  near  Wh  alley  in  Lancashire  •  he  was 
much  addifeed  to  Bad  Company,  where  there  was  Drinking,  Dan¬ 
cing  and  Rioting  *,  and  it  is  find,  he  had  fuch  a  Fancy  for  Dancing, 
that  he  offered  himfelf  to  the  Devil,  on  Condition  he  would  make  - 
him  a  good  Dancer  •  after  fome  time  he  was  taken  with  ftrange  Fits, 
in  which  he  had  unufual  Motions  in  and  about  his  Body*,  fometimes 
he  would  leap  as  high  as  a  Mans  Head*,  fometimes  his  Body  was 
hurled  and  thrown  about  the  Room  *,  fometimes  he  would  fall  down  * 
as  Dead,  and  when  he  was  in  that  pofture,  he  would  be  fometimes 
as  light  as  a  Bag  of  Feathers,  fometimes  as  heavy  as  a  Load  of  Corn  * 
fometimes  he  would  ftretch  out  his  Neck  to  a  prodigious  lengthy 
fometimes  his  Tongue  rouled  all  in  a  lump,  and  his  Lye-balls  turn 
backward,  and  then  without  any  motions  of  his  Lips,  ftrange  Words 
and  Sounds  would  come  from  him,  to  the  great  Terror  of  the  Specta¬ 
tors  *  fometimes  in  his  Fits  he  would  fpeak  Latine,  and  Greek,  and 
other  Languages,  ( tho’  an  Illiterate  Fellow)  and  hurl  rouls  of  Foam  < 
at  thofe  that  were  about  him,  and  threaten  to  tear  fome  in  pieces 
that  prayed  for  him  *,  fometimes  he  would  pour  forth  bitter  Execra¬ 
tions and  Blafphemies*,  fometimes  he  would  give  an  account  of  Peo¬ 
ple  coming  to  him,  when  they  were  feveral  Miles  diftant  from  him, 
which  proved  true  •,  fometimes  he  would  Prognofticate,  that  he 
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Ihould  be  Deaf  and  Dumb  for  a  Month  together,  which  was  veri¬ 
fied:  fometimes  different  Voices  came  from  lum-,  fomenmes  he 
would  Vomit  up  Stones  like  Flints,  one  of  them  was  an  Inch  and  half 
long,  and  an  Inch  and  half  broad ;  with  feveral  other  Arrange  and 
wonderful  Relations,  which  are  Attefted  on  Oath  by  many  Credi¬ 
ble  Witneffes,  before  fomeofHisMajefties  Juftices  of  the  Peace  m 

'This 'poor  Fellow  being  in  this  Condition,  the  Phyficians  tried 
their  Skill  to  Cure  him,  but  thefr  Endeavours  proving  ineffectual, 

nianv  did  believe  he  was  Polfefs  d  by  the  DeviT-,  therefore  he  him- 
felf,  when  he  was  out  of  his  Fits,  and  many  others,  entreated  fome 
nr\u _ tn  Fafi-inP"  and  rravei  tor  him* 


gether,  till  at  laft  the  laid  Richard Dugdale  was  Cured;  but  return¬ 
ing  ( likethe  Dog  to  his  Vomit )  to  his  former  ill  Life,  he  now  de¬ 
nies  what  he  formerly  certified,  viz..  That  his  {hange  Fits  mere  net 
any  Cheat,  or  JrtefMan,  that  he  knew  of ,  but  as  he  did  verily  be* 
lieve  were  caufea  by  the  Devil,  and  that  he  was  cleared  fromthofe  ter¬ 
rible  Fits  throHgktbe  Minifters  Fjtfiing  and  Prayer,  &c.  ' 

’  And  fo  it  is,  that  Mr.  Taylor,  (and  leveral  others;  being  much 
prejudiced,  do  make  this  a  Combination,  repreletltmg  the  whole 
Sodv  of  the  Nontonformifts,  as  Fools,  and  Knaves,^  and  .Tools  of 
•the  Fapifts  •  therefore  this<aentleman  ( the  Author  ot  thefe  Sheets  ) 
has  been  pkafed,  with  great  Moderation  ard  Juftice,  to  ymdicate 
the  now  Envied  Difleiiting  Minifters  from  fo  Foul  and  Wicked  a 
Charge-,  being  indeed  a  very  ill  and  unfair  thing,  to  condemn  a 
whole  Patty,  for  any  failings  and  indilcretions  of  lome. 
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